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Set up in 1999 to raise funds for one girls’ home, The Hope Foundation 
now works with 14 Indian NGO partners to rescue thousands of 
children from the streets and slums, improve their quality of life, and 
give them a better future.  Currently funding over 60 projects, HOPE 
reaches out to the most forgotten - offering protection, healthcare, 
nutrition, education, rehabilitation and a family for life. To date, we 
have reached out to almost 30,000 children through education alone 
and hundreds of thousands more through primary healthcare, in 
partnership with Irish Aid. HOPE is now the largest and most recognised 
NGO in Calcutta and continues to be highly regarded by the Indian 
Government. 

 

Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) is the capital city of the Indian state of 
West Bengal. It is a city that means many things to many people. 
For some, Calcutta is the city of joy, while for others it is dirty, 
crowded and noisy. The estimated population of street children in 
Calcutta is 300,000. Once the greatest colonial city in the Orient, 
the city was later reviled as a cauldron of poverty, dirt, and 
disease. Today, the population of Kolkata is estimated at 22.5 
million – five times more than originally planned - and the city is 
not much bigger than Dublin. The city is home to thousands of 
poor people who come in search of food and shelter and live in 
slums or on the streets of the city.  

 



The most commonly know definition of stret children is the 
UNICEF definition which states that “a street child is any boy or 
girl…for whom the street in the widest sense of the word 
(including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc) has become 
her or his habitual abode and/or source of livelihood, and who 
is inadequately protected, supervised, or directed by 
responsible adults”. In other words, for these children, the 
street, more than their family, has become their real home and 
it is the street on which they rely completely for survival, 
nourishment and protection.  

 

The causes are numerous, and include the following: 
Poverty  
Abuse 
Neglect 
Poor and large families  
Unemployment/Underemployment  
Low educational attainment of parents/children  
Family conflicts  
Congestion in slum areas  
Poor housing facilities  
Poor law enforcement/exploitation by law enforcers  
Children born on the street  

 



Guest Speaker 
Your class will cover the concepts of Rights and Responsibilities, Human 

Dignity, or Development, and then the Hope Foundation can help you, as 
students might like to find out more about street children. 

Rights and Responsibilities 
Every person has the right to shelter, nutrition, education, healthcare and 
the right to develop in a safe and loving environment. The Hope 
Foundation aims to provide this. 
Every human has the responsibility to care for themselves and others to 
the best of his/her ability. An objective of the Hope Foundation is to make 
the more fortunate aware of their responsibilities to others less fortunate. 
Human Dignity 
If people’s basic human needs are not met, then there is a loss in their 
human dignity. We must value and respect every human being. This 
means treating all people equally and ending discrimination. The Hope 
Foundation strives to protect those who are discriminated against in 
Calcutta. 
Development 
When change improves the quality of people’s lives and is considered 
good. We call it development. Some countries are at different stages on 
the road to development. Countries like India are known as developing 
countries. It has many problems such as malnutrition, illiteracy and a lack 
of medical care. Hope helps to organise self-help projects, promotes 
economic self –sufficiency by providing skills training and facilitating the 
establishment of co-ops, and provides education and medical care to 
those in need. 

 
 

 



STEP 1: Set up class committees 
  
1. After choosing your topic, divide the class up into committees. These are a few 
suggestions, depending on the size of your class. 
The permission committee-organise permission from the principal for the 
various project activities. 
The research committee-to gather the information you need. 
The contact committee-to invite the guest speaker and arrange a suitable time, 
to greet the speaker, introduce him/her and to thank him/her on behalf of the 
class. 
The room committee- to organise a suitable room and lay out the chairs 
accordingly. 
The questions committee- to collect and organise questions from the class for 
the speaker. 
The fundraising committee- to organise a suitable fundraising event. 
The finance committee- to manage any money raised. 
The awareness committee-to raise awareness of the topic being researched 
through posters etc., to decorate the room for the speaker and to visually record 
the occasion. 
  
STEP 2: Research the topic 
(The research committee are needed here) 
  
Surf the net at www.hopefoundation.ie  
  
E-mail the Hope Foundation at office@hopefoundation.ie  
Write to us: 
Madeleine Cummins, 
The Hope Foundation 
Silverdale Grove 
Ballinlough  
Cork 
Email madeleine@hopefoundation.ie  
Phone us at 021-4292990 

 

http://www.hopefoundation.ie/
mailto:office@hopefoundation.ie
mailto:madeleine@hopefoundation.ie


STEP 3: Invite a guest speaker 
(The permission committee, the contact committee, the room committee, the 
questions committee and the awareness committee are needed here) 
  
A representative of HOPE, who has visited our projects in Calcutta and seen 
first-hand where your fundraising money is put to use, is available to come 
and visit your school. They can give a talk to pupils, show a short documentary 
and answer any questions you may have about the work of HOPE.  
Just send a letter requesting a speaker, giving a suitable day and time and we 
will be more than happy to accommodate you.  
  
STEP 4: Take action 
(The permission committee, the awareness committee, the fundraising 
committee, and the finance committee are needed here.) 
Decide on your activity. Here are some suggestions for your class. 
  
Organise a fundraising day 
  
Start a petition in your school against child-trafficking 
  
Organise debates in your school about development issues 
  
Write a letter to the President of Ireland outlining your concerns about 
street children in Calcutta and development issues 
  
Contact the media to create awareness about issues surrounding the street 
children of Calcutta and their plight 

 
STEP 5: Analysis and evaluation 
•Ask yourself these important questions. 
•What were the main tasks/activities undertaken. 
•What did I do to help in this action project? 
• What 2 skills did I apply e.g.: negotiation, cleaning, creativity, decision-
making, public speaking, organisation, research, computer skills etc. 
•What 5 facts did I learn about my chosen topic? 
•Do I feel any differently about the topic after the project was completed? 
What are my thoughts on my experiences now? 

 



“ We are all part of an international family, whose 

members should work together to help the under 

privileged in our society.  In doing so, we can improve 

our own lives and the lives of others and make this a 

better and more compassionate world to live in.  Children 

have a right to grow up in a protective environment.  

Every child in the world is entitled to the care and 

protection that a family can provide.  Children will not be 

free from exploitation until all levels of society, from the 

immediate family to the broader international 

community, work together.  Universal responsibility is 

vital for the betterment of society”. 

Maureen Forrest (Hon. Director, The Hope Foundation) 
 



Thousands of children in Calcutta are born and brought up on the streets.  
Most of them lack the basic necessities of nutrition, shelter, education 
and medical care.  Their fate is already determined at birth.  They are 
born into poverty, grow up abandoned in filth and ignorance and die 
alone, unless they are offered a chance. 
  
The Hope Foundation is committed to providing projects of a 
development nature for the poorest people in Calcutta, with a special 
focus on street children and vulnerable women.   
  
The first HOPE Home was set up in 1999 to cater for children.  Most of 
these children were rescued from high-risk situations associated with life 
on the streets.  In this home the children are cared for in a loving 
environment by a team of highly committed and experienced staff.   
  
Today, HOPE funds over 60 projects and works in association with 14 
Indian NGO’s in the fields of shelter, healthcare, education, training and 
counselling. 
  
By supporting HOPE, you can help give the street children of Calcutta the 
greatest possible gift: the prospect of a better life filled with hope. 
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