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Chairman’s Message
Volunteering
is one of
the most
rewarding
things that you
can do
Maureen Forrest

Dear Friends of HOPE,
Firstly I want to thank you most sincerely for your incredible generosity in supporting the
work of HOPE over the past 19 years, both financially and volunteering of your precious
time. On a personal note the support that so many of you gave to me on the death of my
Mum and my beloved husband Dick, your outpouring of love has helped to sustain me
during those past dreadful months.
Our cover feature this year is focused on volunteering, we need your skills both here at
home and overseas in India. In this world of consumerism we are always in the pursuit of
happiness and, according to the economists, happiness is the best indicator of the health
of a nation.
Volunteering is one of the most rewarding things that you can do; challenge yourself to
try something different. Practise using your skills and discover hidden talents, turn the
most precious gift of time into one of the most rewarding investments you will ever make.
Volunteers are major contributors to our society, showing compassion and generosity, they
are truly our unsung heroes.
As we look back over the past year in this newsletter, we also share with you the stories
of success both at home and abroad. To have helped so many in such a short time is a
testament to our dedicated HOPE team, we are part of an extended family of volunteers,
students ,staff, patrons, loyal supporters campaigners and donors from all over the world.
I thank you again and appeal for your most generous continued support for the children
that we help, they do not have anybody else to call on, we are their lifeline to survival.
Warmest wishes

ww.hopefoundation.ie
Maureen Forrest - Honorary Director, The Hope Foundation

The Board of The Hope Foundation extends our sincere
thanks for your help and generosity over the past year.
Your support has enabled us to continue to provide
education, health and support services to the poorest
children and families in Kolkata.
We remember our esteemed Director Marie Kennelly
R.I.P. who died this year. She did trojan work on the
Board over the past years.
I thank my fellow Board Members for their commitment
over the past year and I look forward to us achieving the
goals we have set together, to change the lives of the
poorest in Kolkata in the year ahead.
Dr. Dermot F O’Mahoney
Chairman, The Hope Foundation

Staff Changes

Happy Retirement
The Hope Foundation would like to wish
Madeleine Cummins a very happy and healthy
retirement.
Madeleine has worked in our Cork office for the
past 17 years, most recently as our Operations
and Schools Programmes manager.
We thank her most sincerely for her many years
of hard work and dedication. Madeleine now
continues to support HOPE as a valued member of our Board.

Welcome to HOPE
HOPE are very happy to announce the appointment of Maura Lennon as
International Fundraising Director and Sharon Keohane as HOPE Ireland
Operations and Fundraising Manager. We wish them all the best in their
new roles.
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Changing the world always needs volunteers
Peaches Kemp took her entrepreneurial skills to Kolkata in 2018. In this piece Peaches talks about her volunteering
experience and her renewed faith in kindness.

Peaches out with
the Night Watch
Ambulance
Ganga and Noor
at HOPE Café

Domini and Peaches Kemp have become
two of Ireland’s leading food entrepreneurs
after opening the popular Itsa café on
Abbey Street in 1999.
The company has now expanded to include
seven branches of Itsa stores and six Itsa
cafés, an outdoor catering company and
speciality coffee outlet, Joe’s.
Peaches pictured with staff from HOPE Café

What I have
come to realise is
these wonderful
children and
young adults
are genuinely
grateful that
someone has
taken the time
to teach them a
skill

For years I had been
toying with the idea
of volunteering with a
charity. Africa or Haiti
were both on my radar,
but I couldn’t find
something that truly
resonated with me.
“What about India?”
someone said. “No way!”
was my response. I went
to Mumbai 7 years ago
and swore I’d never
go back. “Ah,” said my
friend, “you haven’t
been to Kolkata which is
India’s soul. And do you
know about The Hope
Foundation and what

they do?” she said. I had
to plead ignorance. So,
I looked into it a little
more and I loved what I
saw. Here was a charity
whose work and ethos
finally resonated with
me. At long last, I started
my journey towards
volunteering.
In January this year
I arrived at a noisy,
bustling city blanketed
with an unusual winter
smog. The first thing you
notice is that traffic lanes
don’t exist. The constant
tooting of horns is done

more as a signal to say
“hey I’m here” than as an
aggressive act. Eithne,
HOPE’s
International
Development
Coordinator, collected me
at the airport and as we
weaved our way into the
centre of the city, she
pointed out that there
are no street names, so
I needed to get to know
landmarks in order to
navigate my way around
my new home for the
next 3 weeks.
HOPE waste no time
in getting you started

and a few hours after
landing I join a group
of visiting fundraisers
from the UK and head
out to the city dump. As
we leave the centre of
town, the poverty starts
to reveal itself in spades.
Open
sewers,
dogs
and children aimlessly
roaming the streets
while buses, trucks, taxis
and tuk-tuks hurtle by
with inches to spare.
We park in a vacant lot
beside the slum that
surrounds the dump and
are greeted by smiling
slum children caked in

dirt who all want to say
hi and shake our hands.
We enter a HOPE school
that is located out here,
and squeals of delight
greet us. I have only
been here a few hours
but already I can see the
incredible joy that these
children get from seeing
visitors come to their
homes and schools. But
I can also see the chance
they are being given by
HOPE and their teachers
to be educated and to
make better lives for
themselves.

After several days of
induction where I visit
many of the protection
homes and start to
understand the work
that is being done and
how the program works,
I start my volunteering
experience.
As a
chef and as someone
who runs a catering
company, HOPE place
me in their café which
is meticulously run by
Renu, an elegant woman
whose energy defies
her 69 years. This is
a vocational training
school where teenagers
and young adults from
the HOPE protection
homes are placed and
trained so that they
have a life skill and can
venture forth and earn
themselves a living. It
is just one of many Life
Skills Centres run by
HOPE. The kitchen is
ably run by the head chef

Ganga, and beside her
are two commis chefs,
one of whom is called
Imran, a charming young
man who uses every
opportunity to practise
his English with me. He
is engaging and eager to
learn, his food prep skills
meticulous and worthy
of any western kitchen.
I wonder if I am needed
at all! And I would never
have guessed that he
was rescued by HOPE
from one of the train
stations, a lost teenager
who was constantly
high from sniffing glue,
a habit used by the
poor and malnourished
to kill hunger pains.
His rehabilitation and
emergence from his
dark and painful past is
remarkable.
Each day I walk from
the staff apartment to
the café, navigating

the busy streets and
street vendors in their
colourful stalls. I always
feel safe. And every
day when I walk into
the café, I am greeted
by
beaming
smiles
and warmth.
What I
come to realise is these
wonderful
children
and young adults are
genuinely grateful that
someone has taken the
time to teach them a
skill, to engage with
them and maybe teach
a few words of English.
Going to “work” every
day is an absolute joy.
Another part of the
volunteering experience
is a session on the night
watch ambulance. On
the evening I go out with
the doctor, nurse and
social worker, I witness
generations
of
the
same family sleeping
on the streets. They
welcome me into their
“homes” for a chat and
a photo, a handshake,
a hug, a smile. A story
to the social worker
who accompanies us is
never far away, while
the doctor and nurse
tend to those who are
ill.
All their worldly
possessions
surround
them - blankets, cooking
equipment,
shawls,
clothes, teddy bears
and toys - like any

family residence, but
with no roof, no running
water, no electricity, no
security. Yet they do
not complain, and they
greet you as a guest
to their home. The
medical service that
HOPE provides to these
families is invaluable
and once again I am
reminded
that
the
work this foundation
does really makes a
difference.
India is a culture full
of
contradictions
–
immense wealth and
extreme poverty.
I
didn’t really know what
to expect from my trip.
Yes, there is squalor,
poverty
and
awful
realities that would be
far easier to ignore than
to face. Those are things
we cannot change. But

what I saw and what
has stayed with me is
a city of hope and joy people who are friendly
and full of dignity,
entrepreneurial
and
hard working in the face
of what most of us would
see as insurmountable
odds. Kolkata is a city
with soul.
I also saw an inspiring
Irish charity that has
been doing the most
immensely constructive
and beneficial work.
With an iron will to
make a difference and
to try and give children
a
chance,
Maureen
Forrest and The Hope
Foundation have created
a sustainable charity
that works – against all
odds, children, young
adults and mothers
are rescued, protected,

cared for, rehabilitated
and educated. They
are given a chance to
make a better future for
themselves and for their
families. It is a lesson in
humility, kindness and
compassion. A lesson
that
through
sheer
will, commitment and
determination, we can
make a difference to
the lives of others, no
matter how small that
difference may seem.
I returned from Kolkata
with a renewed belief in
the kindness of others,
as a new sponsor of
a young boy recently
rescued from poverty
and given a second
chance, and with a firm
belief that even the
smallest effort can make
a difference to the lives
of others.
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From Our Partner NGOs...

Stories of Change
old, started working
in a fruit shop, selling
apples and grapes in the
Gariahat Market campus,
earning Rs 50-55 per
day in order to support
his mother who again
started working as a
domestic help.

Roshan Mallick
Roshan Mallick was
born in a remote village
named Banshwara and
in 2011, at the age of 5,
Roshan accompanied
by his father and
mother came to
Kolkata hoping to earn
a living.

The struggles of life
on the streets proved
to be a huge difficulty
for the family and his
father became a severe
alcoholic. They lived on
the streets near Gariahat
Market (in Gariahat)
and slept in front of the
shops inside the market
complex.
Regular fights in the
family about his father’s
habit were very common
for Little Roshan and
at this tender age, he
did not understand this
situation. In 2016, his

Roshan was identified
by our social worker in
January 2018 and was
immediately
enrolled
with our Naba Asha
Non Formal Programme
which
acts
as
an
intermediate stage for
the identified street
children in order to be
mainstreamed.
mother took Roshan and
went back to their native
village and he could not
complete his schooling.
A single mother with
no income is even more
vulnerable than a family
living on the streets.
Facing different types of
abusive circumstances at
home, Sima was forced
to return to the streets
of Kolkata with her son.
They came back to the
same place and this
time, there was no sign
of Roshan’s father. Little
Roshan, now 11 years

Roshan is keen to
learn new things and
expresses his curiosity
about every minute topic
discussed in the class. He
is intelligent, but equally
disciplined and punctual
in class. Mathematics
is his favourite subject
and he enjoys doing
small
addition
and
multiplication
At present, Roshan is 12
years old and lives with
his mother. He attends
our non formal centre
from 11 am to 2 pm
during which, his mother
is away for work. He has

Iswar Sankalpa

Looking after those with mental
health difficulties
Little Roshan,
now 11 years
old, started
working in
a fruit shop,
selling apples
and grapes...
in order to
support his
mother

Abedin, a 30 year old man, was identified by a HOPE
social worker in a very poor state wearing torn clothes,
talking to himself and roaming around the community.
In September 2017 he was enrolled into the Naya
Daur programme. In November 2017, the social worker
identified a caregiver for Abedin and he started taking
medication on a regular basis.
Gradually Abedin began to improve, and the social
worker discovered that Abedin is from Bihar but
he moved to Kolkata after the death of his parents
in search of a job. However, his mental health
deteriorated and was neglected, Abedin was not
aware what was happening to him. As a result, he
became lost in himself and detached from reality, and
began living on the streets of Kolkata.
Through intervention, education, medication and
ongoing support from HOPE Abedin is doing really
well. He is working in his caregiver’s tea stall and is
earning Rs 50 a day. He is maintaining his health and
is very motivated to continue working to regain his
independence.

Iswar Sankalpa Medical Camp

already been enrolled
in Kolkata Municipal
Corporation School in
Gariahat in Class IV and
his classes are about to
begin from the last week
of February. He has a
future now thanks to the
support of HOPE and our
donors.

Pramod is enjoying
attending school and
never misses his classes.
Additionally, he is taking
care of his little brother
Sunny and is inspiring
him to study. He is very
attentive and inquisitive
about
everything
happening
in
the
classroom. He has scored
brilliant in his tests with
over 70% in all subjects
and progressed to Class
VIII in January.

Pramod Rout
After the
sudden loss of
their mother,
the eldest boy,
Pramod, became
extremely upset
and unable to
express or handle
his distress

Pramod Rout and his
brother Sunny Rout were
just 4 and 5 years old,
respectively, when their
mother took her own
life.

Deepak Rout worked
as a street cleaner and
lived on the streets
beside a Post Office
near the Central Metro
Station, Kolkata with
his two small children
and their grandmother.

After the sudden loss of
their mother, the eldest
boy, Pramod, became
extremely upset and
unable to express or
handle his distress. In
2009, at the age of 5
years of age, he was
enrolled in St. George’s
School in nursery class.

subsequently dropped
out of school. In 2015,
with the support of his
neighbours and distant
family members, Pramod
was re-admitted to Rani
Rashmoni School in Class
V. He did not have any
daily family support, so
once again he dropped
out of school. Sadly,
his tragic childhood
continued to haunt him
and he thought himself
responsible in some
way for the loss of his
mother.

The world turned out to
be a bitter and difficult
place for Pramod and he

Pramod’s situation was
identified in 2017 by
our social workers and,

following
immediate
intervention, he was
immediately
enrolled
to the HOPE Naba Asha
Formal
Programme.
After
understanding
his difficult past and
with regular interactive
counselling
sessions
he has dramatically
improved. Regular home
visits and support from
HOPE social workers
have helped him to
overcome his grief and
sorrow.
Pramod is back in touch
with his father, and
the relationship has
improved significantly.

Through
investment
and intervention this
young boy now has the
potential to lead a good
life, able to sustain
himself and encourage
his brother. None of
these changes would
happen without your
support so thank you!

HOPE is
investing
in potential
and
restoring
childhoods

7

From Our Partner NGOs...
SICW & UMEED

Where the child comes first
Rajat* is a 2 year old boy with special needs who was
transferred to SICW by the Child Welfare Committee
in 2016. At that time, he was not able to speak and
suffered from bilateral clubfeet. After coming to SICW
he was assessed by a physiotherapist and corrective
surgery followed in June 2017. After a successful
operation, Rajat is now using corrective shoes.
Rajat started attending an evening class called
UMEED which takes place in SICW. After a few
classes, interacting with the other children and
observing various child-centred activities, he started
to express himself. Now he exchanges a social smile,
communicates through gesture and tries to say a few
words. He is an avid and enthusiastic learner and can
identify his friends and familiar objects around him.
He is also regularly attending physiotherapy and
speech therapy classes. He is making good progress,
is able to sit on a chair without support and stand
with support for a few seconds. His speech is also
improving, he now tries to say a few words and
communicates through gestures or verbally.
Rajat’s story shows that with love, care and
encouragement every child can be helped to grow and
develop.
*Name changed
Children from SICW
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like Bhagar dump before
but nothing can really
compare to seeing it for
yourself”.

BHAGAR
Nadia at Bhagar Dump,
where families scavenge
for a living

NIGHT WATCH
None of us
have a choice
about where
we are born,
that is really all
that is different between
us, where and
what we were
born into

The HOPE Night
Ambulance provides much
needed healthcare to
some of Kolkata’s most
underprivileged people.

HOPE Ambassador

Nadia had a busy trip to
the Indian city, visiting
many of The Hope
Foundation’s projects,
ranging from hospitals
and medical clinics, to
life skills training cafes,
children’s homes and
education programmes.
Speaking about the most
difficult experience of
her trip to Kolkata, Nadia
says that accompanying
the night ambulance
was upsetting and it
struck her that all that is
different between us is
where we were born.

Nadia Forde
HOPE are very grateful to the amazing celebrity ambassadors and patrons who
have supported us in the past year. These are wonderful people giving of their time
and their profile to support HOPE events and visit our projects on the ground in
Kolkata.
Actress Nadia Forde
(featured
on
our
front cover) took her
first overseas trip to
Kolkata to visit The
Hope
Foundation’s
projects with street
and
slum
children.
Nadia
has
recently

been announced as an
ambassador for HOPE.
Speaking after her first
day in Kolkata Nadia
said:
“It was shocking to see
the scale of the poverty
that these people are

living with on a daily
basis. It is just really
difficult to see innocent
children in that kind of
environment and coming
here
has
definitely
been an eye opening
experience for me, I had
seen photos of places

EDUCATION IS KEY
Nadia spent time with
children at a HOPE school

“During my time in
Kolkata I saw how HOPE
are giving these little
children an opportunity,
through
education
and protection, to lift
themselves out of the
poverty that they were
born into. None of us
have a choice about
where we are born, that is
really all that is different
between us, is where and
what we were born into
and, personally, I really
believe in their mission
to work towards a world
where it should never
hurt to be a child”.
From Kolkata Nadia
appealed to people to
lend their support to
HOPE:
“You can feel a little
helpless when you see
this many people and
children living like this,
some of them have
nothing, just maybe a
blanket to throw on the
ground at night and a
mosquito net. But you
can help, we want you
to invest in this mission,
join our fight for justice
for those who need it the
most. You can donate
what you can to the work.
I have seen first-hand the
difference your support
is making on the ground
here and it is incredible”.

HOPE Supporter

Robbie Keane
Legendary Irish footballer Robbie Keane surprised the boys at Ashirbad
Home at Christmas and also hosted a very special visit at Salt Lake
Stadium, Kolkata on Easter Sunday this year.
Robbie played soccer
and
signed
jerseys
for the boys, showing
great compassion for
the children who are
helped by HOPE. The
visit was an afternoon
of fun, laughter and
of course soccer! The
boys presented Robbie
with a handmade thank
you card and many new

friends were made as
well as new supporters
for his club, Atletico
Kolkata.
To go from
living on the streets and
in slums, marginalised,
abused and at risk of
trafficking, to having
a home, an education,
their HOPE family and
now a visit from soccer
hero Robbie Keane is

extraordinary for these
children.
Commenting on the
visit Robbie said: “I was
delighted to visit the boys
at Ashirbad home today,
it was great to spend time
there and lovely to see
them happy and looked
after by HOPE, who make
a very real difference

GO TEAM HOPE!
Robbie during his visit to Ashirbad Boys
Home

IRISH HERO
Robbie was happy
to sign jerseys and
footballs

WHAT A TEAM!
Robbie pictured
with Irish students
& leaders &
children from
HOPE’s protection
homes

to the lives of the street
and slum children in
Kolkata.”
At Easter ten students
from five different Irish
Secondary
Schools
who are taking part in
the HOPE Foundation
Transition
Year
Immersion Programme,
together with children
from Ashar Alo, Be Kind,
and Kasba protection
homes, were invited to
watch a training session
at Salt Lake Stadium,
Kolkata.

Robbie played soccer
with
everyone
at
Salt
Lake
Stadium.
He praised the Irish
students
for
their
commitment to helping
people their own age
and younger who were
rescued from Kolkata’s
dangerous streets and
slums. It is because of
their support they are
now provided with a safe
and protective shelter,
in a loving and caring
environment that they
can call home.
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The
memories
I made in
Kolkata
will always
be in my
heart
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JUDE O’ FLYNN, CASTLETROY COLLEGE

School Immersion
Programme

We are very proud that 58 schools and over 400 students and teachers
participated in HOPE’s 2017/2018 School Immersion Programme.

HOPE’s School Immersion Programme is a most worthwhile activity for students.
The students spend 6-9 months fundraising for the projects, a task which demands
consistency, resilience and persistence. The students have to think of innovative ideas
to maximise their fundraising and in doing so they learn that it does not come easily.
On that fundraising journey they have to be helped along the way, encouraged when
they feel that they will not make their target or advised when they have a good idea
but are unsure of how to expedite it.

Students’ Feedback
JOE COSTIGAN, PRESENTATION BROTHERS COLLEGE, CORK

Socially the students have to interact with businesses, fellow students, potential
sponsors and the wider community. Therefore the project has a triple benefit: that of
providing a better future for Kolkata’s street children, of educating Irish pupils on the
needs of others and of preparing Irish students to become adults with an awareness of
world issues such as poverty, illiteracy and violence.
They return from their journey with a heightened sense of awareness, a gratitude
and appreciation of what they have got and an acknowledgement of the duty that is
bestowed upon them as future adults to look after the needs of the less privileged
both in their own country and abroad. From a teacher/leaders point of view we are
supported along the way by HOPE staff both in Ireland and India. At all times students
are safe and nurtured. The aspect of the project that constantly resonates with both
my students and I is the happiness and real sense of hope that The Hope Foundation
brings to deprived children that otherwise would be forgotten.

Teachers’ Feedback

If anybody ever has the opportunity to do the immersion programme
they should absolutely do it. It was easily the best experience of my life
and was something I’ll never forget.
My daughter Caoimhe travelled with the HOPE to Calcutta at Easter
2017.
It was a journey which ultimately changed her. It had a profound
effect on her and how she now views the world. Her experience
was one of mixed emotions, from seeing the joy and smiles on the
childrens faces during their visits to HOPE projects, to the poverty
and living conditions the children endure, especially in the slum
areas. She was also able to see first hand where the money that HOPE
raise is going.
She also experienced the wonderful culture of India and The Hope
Foundation had traditional Indian nights organised in the hotel in
the evening, which she really enjoyed.

Since 2003 HOPE has worked closely with Irish secondary schools to offer
transition year and fifth year students the unique opportunity to travel to
Kolkata, making a real difference to the lives of street and slum children,
their families and communities.

Overall I would say it was a hugely positive experience for Caoimhe,
it has made her I feel more aware of how lucky she is to be living
in Ireland, having a warm meal each day and a clean safe bed to
sleep in at night. It certainly wasn’t a holiday trip but I would highly
recommend the trip to any Transition Year students contemplating
the journey. The fundraising is difficult but if you are as determined
and focused as Caoimhe was then you will definitely reach your
target and the rewards are well worth it!

We would be delighted to hear from any school, teacher or student who
is interested in finding out more about HOPE and our School Immersion
Programme.

I would finally like to add that myself and my wife were apprehensive
about the safety issues but Charlotte and her team are excellent and
very experienced in these trips and the children’s safety was never
an issue. They were so well looked after and we received regular
daily social media updates!
DAVID RYAN

Maureen Forrest, Hon. Director

Parents’ Feedback

LAURA WALSH, PRESENTATION SECONDARY, THURLES
I am so honoured to have been part of such an amazing experience.
I couldn’t have asked for a better time spent in Kolkata. All the
leaders were so kind and helpful and it made the trip so much more
enjoyable. I am so thankful that I was given this opportunity.

OISIN MAHONY, CROSSHAVEN
If you ever get the opportunity to visit Kolkata with HOPE take it. It
was one of the best experiences I have ever done. I would go back in
a heartbeat. The happiness and joy you see when you go into HOPE
projects make the fundraising and all the hard work worth it.

SERANNE GALLAGHER, COLÁISTE MHUIRE, ASKEATON
It was amazing to see how much of a difference the money I had
raised was making. It was shocking to see the poverty these children
were living in, but it was beautiful to see how happy they were with so
little. The memories I made in Kolkata will always be in my heart.
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Student receiving medal at
Mother House
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Students from Presentation
Thurles
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Students from Chirst the King

Students from Newtown
Waterford, and Clongowes
Wood Kildare
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Student playing piano in St
John’s Church, Kolkata
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Crosshaven, St. Angela’s and
Regina Mundi.
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Students from Coláiste
Mhuire, Buttevant

Ballincollig Community
School
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Rockwell College students
and teachers

Mount Mercy College
students
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St Angela’s students at
Mother House
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Slaney Mulcair, Coláiste
Mhuire, Askeaton
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Students from Rochestown
College Cork, Pobalscoil na
Trionoide Youghal, and St.
Annes Tipperary
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CBS Clonmel students and
teachers
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Ursuline Thurles, Scoil Ruain
Killenaule, and Carrigaline
Community School

Ursuline Waterford, Pres Ballingarry, St. Flannan’s Clare,
Muckross Park and Loreto
College Dublin
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Ev Fitzgibbon, St Mary’s
Charleville
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Holi fun!

14

HOPE News

Third Level Action

A sincere THANK YOU to all the students and teachers who
represented their schools, communities and families, and took part in
HOPE’s Development Education and School Immersion Programme
during the 2017/2018 school year. You have made a difference!

Alexandra College Milltown
Ashton School, Cork
Ballincollig Community School
Bandon Grammar School
Blackwater Community College, Lismore
Carrigaline Community School
Castletroy College, Limerick
CBS High School Clonmel
Christ The King, Cork
Clongowes Wood, Kildare
Colaiste an Chroi Naofa Carrig na bhFear
Colaiste an Phiarsaigh, Glanmire
Coláiste de hÍde, Tamhlacht
Colaiste Ide agus Iosaef, Abbeyfeale
Colaiste Mhuire, Askeaton
Colaiste Mhuire, Buttevant
Colaiste Muire Realt na Mara Crosshaven
Colaiste Treasa, Kanturk
Davis College, Mallow
Desmond College, Newcastlewest
Gaelcholaiste na Mara, Arklow
Gaelcholaiste, Luimnigh
Glanmire Community College
Hazelwood College, Dromcollogher
Kilkenny College
Laurel Hill Colaiste, Limerick
Laurel Hill FCJ, Limerick
Loreto College, St. Stephens Green,
Meanscoil San Nioclas, An Rinn

Midleton College
Mount Mercy Cork
Muckross Park College, Dublin
Newtown, Waterford
Patrician Academy, Mallow
Pobalscoil na Trionoide Youghal
Presentation Ballingarry
Presentation Brothers College, Cork
Presentation Thurles
Presentation Castleisland
Regina Mundi College, Cork
Rockwell College Tipperary
Schull Community College
Scoil Mhuire, Kanturk
Scoil Ruain Killenuale
St. Aloysius, Carrigtwohill
St. Angela’s, Cork
St. Angela’s Ursuline, Waterford.
St. Annes, Tipperary
St. Augustine’s, Dungarvan
St. Flannan’s College, Ennis
St. Francis College, Rochestown Cork
St. Mary’s, Charleville
St. Mary’s, Macroom
St. Mary’s, Mallow
St. Mary’s, Midleton
The Kings Hospital, Palmerstown
Tullow Community School, Carlow
Ursuline Thurles

HOPE News

DCU Marketing & Promotion Society

The UCC HOPE Foundation Society

HOPE were delighted to be selected as the partner
of the newly formed DCU Marketing and Promotion
Society. In collaboration with HOPE the new society
celebrated Interntional Day of the Street Child on
April 12th by raising awareness and organising events,
including releasing bubbles, to show solidarity with
street connected children.

The UCC HOPE Society has grown from strength to
strength over the years, this year was no different.
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Froebel HOPE Teacher Education
Partnership - 10 Years Working Together
August 2018 marks the 10th anniversary of the Froebel HOPE
Foundation Partnership.

Students from
Castletroy College
Orla O’Sullivan,
Castleisland

The idea for the partnership came as a result of HOPE
approaching Froebel College (now Froebel Department of
Primary and Early Childhood Education, Maynooth University)
to assist with teacher education for HOPE staff working
directly with children in the HOPE centres in Kolkata. HOPE
staff mainly had high qualifications in areas such as social
care, child protection, health and nutrition etc. but not so
many had qualifications in education.
2008 - 2013

Selfie with local
children!

Learning about the Black
Hole of Calcutta

Froebel readily agreed to support HOPE and set up a model
of Continuing Professional Development for HOPE education
centre teachers and the teaching staff of their partner NGOs.
In the 5 years to 2013 this consisted of biannual sets of
workshops by Froebel lecturers and role modelling and coteaching by newly qualified Froebel teachers. The workshops
were based on the felt needs of the HOPE teachers and
were based on the Froebelian philosophies of child-centred,
activity-based learning and that play is an essential part of a
child’s development and learning.
By the end of five years HOPE teachers had built the confidence
to adapt strategies to suit the children in their centres.

Luke Kelly, Project Leader for the society, said: “We are
incredibly grateful to you for giving us the opportunity
to not only use our skills but for a great cause too. The
Hope Foundation will remain a great friend of the DCU
Promoting and Marketing Society into the future.”

The society organised many events for HOPE including
their annual Holi Colour Run and a table quiz at The
Rock.
We are so grateful for the support from this incredible
group of young people year after year and we wish the
incoming committee the very best of luck for 201819. We can’t wait to see what the society has planned!

NUI Galway IndiaSoc
2018 – 2023
A third five-year plan is currently being devised. To
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Froebel HOPE
Partnership a gala dinner was held in Kolkata in June.

2013 - 2018
In the second five-year phase HOPE were in a position to create
the posts of Trainer of Teachers (ToTs) from within the ranks of
their own teachers. The ToTs now prepare and lead workshops
and support teachers in their own teaching locations.

Students from Scoil Mhuire Kanturk, Coláiste Íde agus
Iosef & Hazelwood College with teacher Ms Brett

A major development for HOPE was the invitation to work
with the children most in need in state schools local to
communities with whom HOPE were working. HOPE sought
assistance from Froebel to assess and identify children’s
needs and work on strategies to help these children. Week–
long modules were delivered in January 2016, 2017 and
2018 to support this initiative. Froebel teachers then worked
alongside the HOPE teachers in these state schools.

The India Socety at NUI Galway collaborated with
HOPE this year to celebrate Holi. Their hugely
successful Holi Festival was covered in the Student
Independent News. We are really gratful for their
colourful fundraising efforts and look forward to an
opportunity to work with them again.
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Volunteer Experiences
Read how volunteering with HOPE has impacted the lives of Sinead and
Georgia and created memories and experiences that will last forever.

HOPE Volunteer Summer 2017

I had never been to India
before so I had never
experienced a culture so
different from my own. I
really enjoyed learning
about all the cultural
differences such as the
crazy transport and
the Bengali language.
Most of all, I enjoyed
volunteering on a few
of
HOPE’s
projects
that were set up there.

HOPE Volunteer Easter 2018

My trip to Kolkata was amazing. I had no idea there were so many projects
going on. It was so wonderful to see how HOPE helps so many children and
see them so happy.
Foundation Day was amazing and the performances by the children were
fantastic. Our leaders were also amazing and I had a very memorable trip.
Well done to all.

I really enjoyed
learning about
all the cultural
differences
I volunteered with HOPE
in India last year. I am
very happy that I did it
and I definitely would
encourage anyone with
any interest to do it too.

Georgia McGurk

Kolkata instills a
strength in you
that will always
remain, for you to
access in your own
dark times

Sinéad Walsh
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When I think of my time spent in Kolkata
I get that warm, fluttery feeling in the pit
of my stomach, and the elated feeling of
happiness in my heart which makes me
wonder if it might burst.
I spent a lot of time
teaching English to a
boy named Ripon in
Ashirbad Boys Home and
playing games with the
children and mothers in
CIC Female and in PBK
Girls Home.
I felt that volunteering
was a very rewarding
experience and seeing
an
underdeveloped
country
first-hand
encouraged
me
to
continue
to
work
towards global justice in
my future career.
- Sinéad

Sinéad went on to
receive a silver global
citizen award in May for
her work with HOPE at
the Presidents Hall in
Blackhall place, Dublin.
Congratulations and well
deserved!

Kolkata taught me that the brightest lights
can shine through the darkest of times.
During my time there, I met some of the
kindest and most resilient men, women
and children who have lived through the
most unimaginable circumstances, and
yet were always there to greet me with
the biggest smile. I got to work alongside
incredibly inspiring teachers, social
workers and staff members, with the
most infectious passion and care for their
jobs, students and patients. I was able to
witness the incredible impact that The
Hope Foundation has had and continues
to have for the street and slum families
of Kolkata. But I was also able to imagine
what life could have been like for these
people if HOPE had never existed, and

that is why it is so important we continue
to provide that support.
The Dalai Lama wrote that, “love and
compassion are the ultimate source
of human happiness, and the need for
them lies at the very core of our being.”
It is worth acknowledging that whilst we
can’t help every person, we can certainly
help some. If you have any desire at all
to get involved with HOPE or to travel as
a volunteer, I would honestly tell you to
stop thinking about it and just do it.
Kolkata breaks you to remake you. It
teaches you about pain, love, happiness,
grief, anger, forgiveness and most
importantly, gratitude. It instills a
strength in you that will always remain,
for you to access in your own dark times.
In the wise words of Mahatma Gandhi,
“the best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”
- Georgia

Maureen Courtney - 2017 Yoga trip

ABOUT YOGA FOR HOPE
Yoga For HOPE was established in 2009 by yoga teacher and dedicated supporter
of HOPE, Mella Murphy, to help raise much needed funds to support HOPE’s
projects with the street and slum children of Kolkata.
It is a programme designed for yoga teachers and enthusiasts to share their
knowledge and pass on the gift of yoga to the children in The Hope Foundation’s
protection homes in Kolkata to help enrich their lives. It was Mella’s way to say
thanks to HOPE having met her husband, Donal, on HOPE’s Himalayan Walk in
2006!
After 5 successful years Mella passed over the group leadership to past Yoga For
HOPE participants who have been running it ever since. They are proud to carry
Mella’s vision to the next level taking people on a spiritual journey to meet the
children of Kolkata.
We would love for you to join us for our 2018 trip!
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Himalayan
Walk
Vicky Kenny travelled to India with HOPE last
October for the Himalayan Walk experience

The thing that
I found most
remarkable was
how happy all of
the children we
met were.

I have been part of
fundraising with The
Hope Foundation for a
long time. My mom had
been on the walking tour
before and had spent
years trying to convince
me to go with her, so last
year I gave in and it was
the best decision I’ve
made! At the beginning
I was apprehensive and
nervous because I didn’t
know what to expect.
The entire experience
was
amazing,
from
visiting the schools
and homes to the
beautiful scenic walks
up the mountains. The
thing that I found most
remarkable was how
happy all of the children
we met were, despite
having very little. The
smiles on their faces
when we arrived at the
projects was so lovely
to see.

Taking a break during the trek

Vicky at HOPE Hospital

During my time in
Kolkata I took the
opportunity to go on the
night ambulance. This
was such an eye opening
experience. It was quite
upsetting to see the
slums and the amount
of people, especially
children
living
in
these conditions. The
comforting thing was
that because of The
Hope Foundation these
vulnerable people can
get the medical help and
that they so desperately
need.
The time that we spent
up the mountains was
so peaceful. The walks
were very enjoyable
and it was an incredible
opportunity to meet the
people from the small
villages and towns on
our way.

2017 Himalayan Walk Group

The entire time that
I spent in India every
single person that I met
was so friendly and
welcoming. I will always
remember my first time
in India and I cannot wait
to return. I’m counting
down the days until I
can hear the deafening
beeps of the horns in
Kolkata or breathing in
the fresh air in Pelling or,
most importantly, to get
a hug from a little boy
or girl whose lives are
changed with our help.

HOPE U Can Paint
Takes place from 27th October to 4 Nov 2018
I am so thankful
for The Hope
Foundation
because not
only do they
give the people
of Kolkata an
experience in
life, they allow
others to share it
with them

Enya Quinn Kavanagh
Cork Life Centre

New friends made!

SAVE THE DATE
This year’s walk will take
place from 27th October to
11th November.
For more information email:
admin@hopefoundation.ie

My experience in India is one I will
never forget and forever be grateful
for. The people, the food, the smells,
the noises, everything was a new
experience. Each morning I would
wake up excited and ready for the
day ahead, eager to meet more new
people and make more memories.
Whether it was visiting the Boys
Home and painting with them,
or visiting the slums of Kolkata
each day was new-filled with new
emotions, new faces and, most
importantly, new friend.
Visiting India is something I thought
I would never have had the chance
to do, but I am so grateful I did. I
think anyone with the opportunity
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“After a week of thought, I nervously agreed to go on
an experience of a life time. Every project we visited,
all the kids were full of joy. They are more then
grateful for everything they receive and are selfless in
the way they would give what they barely have.
Experiencing India was something never to forget but
needs a lot of support to give all the children a chance
of a bright future.”
Amber O Callaghan

“Going to India with HOPE was an absolute privilege.
The way the people would look at us with a mixture of
so many emotions, how they’d stop and ask for a photo
and how they’d offer to give us stuff just because of
who we were was completely unreal.
to go should definitely do it. Being
in India definitely had a huge effect
on me from seeing the people on
the streets, to visiting Girls Homes,
HOPE Hospital, to getting to dress
up in a Sari for Foundation Day. It
was all so different. Watching the
children show us their dances and
learning new subjects really stayed
with me.

To meet new people who come from an entirely
different world, and later become friends with them
was incredible.”
Darragh Cotter

PAINT FOR HOPE
Enya & Amber painting in
one of HOPE’s projects

Would you like to get
involved?
The HOPE U Can Paint
programme is a unique
opportunity to paint HOPE’s
crèches and homes while
visiting some of our projects
to see your fundraising in
action. You don’t need to
be an artist; you only need
to be enthusiastic about
helping to give children a
brighter future.

Like I said already I will never forget
India and I will forever be grateful.
I am so thankful for The Hope
Foundation because not only do
they give the people of Kolkata an
experience in life, they allow others
to share it with them.

SHARED EXPERIENCE
The 2017 HOPE U Can Paint group from Cork
Life Centre in Kolkata

To join this year’s group
please email:
eila@hopefoundation.ie

20

HOPE News

HOPE News

Proud to support
The Hope Foundation
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NEWS & Events
Asadharan Award

NETWORK CORK
We are all so proud of
Maureen
Forrest
who
was honoured for her
extraordinary
contribition
to humanity at the Network
Cork Businesswoman Of The
Year Awards recently. The
award was presented by MC
Caroline Kennedy. It is always
wonderful to see Maureen’s
dedication recognised.
Maureen is pictured with
Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Tony
Fitzgerald and organiser
Marguerite O’ Sullivan.

HOPE founder and Hon. Director, Maureen Forrest, was
presented with the 2017 ‘Asadharan Award’ in Kolkata
in December. The ‘Asadharan Award’, which means
extraordinary in Bengali, honours the unsung heroes of
today. The prestigious award was presented to Maureen
by the Honorable Governor of West Bengal in recognition
of her work since 1999, which has helped over 2.7 million
living on the streets and slums of Kolkata.
Commenting on the award Maureen said: “It was a great
honour to accept this award in recognition of the united
efforts of everyone who invested in the mission of HOPE and
who have joined us to work towards a world where it should
never hurt to be a child.”

There was an amazing turnout in
glorious sunshine for the 20th
anniversary Calcutta Run in May!
HOPE is privileged to be partnered
with such a special event for the
second year in a row, organised
by the amazing people at the
Law Society of Ireland. Thank you
to all the incredible organisers,
participants, Gavin Duffy and his
family as well as RTE’s Nuala Carey.
Gavin Duffy, Miriam O’Callaghan & Deric Hartigan Thanks also to Alison Canavan for
taking part and supporting the
event this year. Special thanks to HOPE Patron Miriam O’Callaghan and Deric Hartigan
for launching the event.

The Business All-Star program is an annual competition designed
to identify and recognise Irish companies and individuals that
have distinguished themselves in the conduct of their business
over the last 12 months.
All-Star title holders have proven through a rigorous judging
process, to be on merit, worthy recipients of the accolade and
reflects our expertise in the field of development work.

Loretto Kennedy, Margaret Doyle, Georgia
McGurk and Madge Scanlon

FRIENDS OF HOPE
Maureen Forrest
with long time HOPE
supporter Miriam O’
Callaghan

Cork Lunch

Gavin Duffy presenting
Charlotte Nagle and Nessan
Kavanagh with HOPE’s All
Star Accreditation

The annual Cork Lunch fundraising event was held in the
luxurious Maryborough Hotel & Spa in September. Special
guest Alison Canavan spoke of her experience visiting
Kolkata. We have another wonderful day out planned
this year on September 21st with special guest Brendan
Courtney. We would love your support again!

KOLKATA
Over 100 people took
part in the first ever
Calcutta Run in Kolkata
at Rabindra Sarovar Lake
on May 26th. Thank you
to everyone that took
part and we look forward
to growing the event
next year.

CORK CITY

NEW YORK

Tilly and Frank Maguire
(long tme HOPE
volunteers) pictured
with organiser Dermot
Kelly and race starter
Michael Joyce at the
inaugural Calcutta Run
in Blackrock. Over 200
took part.

An inaugural Calcutta
Run event taking place
across the Brooklyn
Bridge in NYC. Thanks to
organisers Oisin Lambe
and Danny Goold and
everyone that braved
the threat of lightning
storms!
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HOPE had a wonderful Dublin lunch event in May when we
welcomed over 180 guests to the Intercontinental Hotel in
Ballsbridge. We were delighted with the huge support of
returning and new corporate supporters and individuals.

The success of the Calcutta Run over the past twenty years could not have been
achieved without the passion, perseverance, dedication and determination of the
committee. This year the aim is to raise almost €300,000 for HOPE and Peter McVerry
Trust which will bring the total amount raised to almost €4million towards eradicating
poverty in Ireland and in Kolkata. We are all so humbled and grateful be a part of it
and we know the difference it has made to the beneficiaries in Kolkata.

ALL-STAR ACCREDITATION
We were delighted to be awarded an ‘All Star’ for our work in
International Development at the All Ireland Business Summit in
March.

HOPE News

Dublin Lunch

CALCUTTA RUN CELEBRATES 20 YEARS
AND GOES INTERNATIONAL!

2017 Rose of Tralee Kolkata Experience
My trip to Kolkata with The Hope Foundation was an extremely rewarding experience. I was fortunate enough
to get the opportunity to travel over with Maureen Forrest and so many of the other wonderful, dedicated
volunteers.
Maureen is an exceptionally caring, compassionate and selfless person who has done incredible work for the
children of Kolkata. I was in awe of the wonderful children in the HOPE homes who were so happy and so grateful
for even the smallest gesture of kindness. I was really impressed with how well they could communicate with
me in English as they had got the opportunity to be educated through the HOPE schools. They explained to me
that they are the most educated people in their families, giving their loved ones hope for the future. I thoroughly
enjoyed dancing and singing with the children, all they wanted was some love and attention, just like any child
anywhere in the world.
The HOPE Hospital was so well equipped, and the staff were so caring and friendly. I really enjoyed going out
to the slums with the night ambulance as they gave the most vulnerable people of Kolkata a chance to receive
healthcare. Parts of the trip were challenging as it was difficult to visit the slums on the dump and see such
poverty.
I’m so grateful to have become involved with this amazing charity and I look forward to helping out in any way
I can in the future.

Olan Wixted (Davy), Maureen Forrest,
Alison Canavan and Dermot O’ Mahoney

Jennifer Byrne, 2017 Rose of Tralee
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DANCING FOR HOPE
We would like to thank Rachel and her fantastic team
at The Law Society who organised and participated in
a charitable Strictly Come Dancing event in January,
raising over €35,000 in aid of The Hope Foundation
and The Capuchin Centre.

DAY
OF HOPE
2017

“TASTE OF HOPE” FUNDRAISER

Pictured is HOPE’s Darragh Whelan being presented
with the cheque by Rachel and her Law Society
colleagues.

The inaugural ‘Taste of HOPE’ fundraising event in New York on January 31st was a resounding success!
The American Irish Historical Society on 5th Avenue was the perfect setting and
the entertainment and food was absolutely superb! Our special guest speaker Mick
Galwey had the room in fits of laughter with his hilarious anecdotes.
HOPE staff, Board members and volunteers were
delighted to meet Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Tony
Fitzgerald during a lovely courtesy visit recently.

2017 Rose of Tralee Jennifer Byrne and All Ireland winning
Galway captain David Burke launced Day of HOPE 2017.

Day of HOPE 2017 took place across Dublin, Cork and
Limerick on October 11th, with many school students,
volunteers and companies donating their time to sell
our Butlers HOPE chocolate bars.
We would like to make it bigger and better this year
on the same date, October 11th. Please get in touch
if you, your school or business would like to get
involved. Call us on 021 4262990 / 01 8716930 or
email office@hopefoundation.ie.

LIT Event
management
students selling
Butlers HOPE
bars on campus
for Day of HOPE
2017

Students from St
Andrew’s College
Dublin selling
bars in Butlers
Chocolate Café
in Dundrum
Town Centre

䠀伀倀䔀 䔀瘀攀渀琀猀 ㈀ 㠀⼀㈀ 㤀
䔀嘀䔀一吀

SANTA SPLASH 2017
A large group of mad hatters braved the icy waters
of the Atlantic at Garretstown Beach in their finest
festive attire last December to raise funds for HOPE!
Organised by Áine Bonass, the day was filled with fun
and festivity and we’re already looking forward to
next year’s Splash. Get in touch if you’d like to join in
the fun next December or host a Santa Splash in your
area.
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Last but by no means least, to HOPE volunteer Sheila Geraghty, this event would
not have been possible without her incredible resolve, huge heart and unbreakable
spirit.
Thank you everyone for being the change you want to see in the world.
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Thanks to all the volunteers who came together to make this happen. To Tom, Joe,
Danny, Oisín, all of you have given your time and talent to support this event. Thanks
of course to everyone that bought a ticket, entered the raffle and purchased in the
auction. Your incredible generosity will make a huge difference to the lives of the
street and slum children in Kolkata with whom we work on a daily basis.
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We also had a performance from the immensely talented Irish Country music star
Riah Butler who showed her captivated audience exactly why her star is on the rise
in Nashville.
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Hilary Kavanagh, Eimear Tyrell, Mick Galwey & Oisín Lambe
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BEDFORD HOPE COMMITTEE

UK NEWS & Events

Established by long time HOPE supporter Jacqueline
Merne, the Bedford HOPE committee has many
exciting fundraising events planned for this year, and
we are very grateful to Jacqueline and her dedicated
team who are working tirelessly on behalf of HOPE.

Hosted by the wonderful Christopher Biggins, with special guest Jeremy
Irons, HOPE UK’s fundraising lunch at The Ned Hotel in central London,
sponsored by Galliard Homes, was a resounding success, raising over
£30,000. We would like to thank everyone who attended, and we look
forward to announcing our Lunch 2019 date soon.

I have witnessed first-hand the overwhelming
impact that HOPE has in empowering some of the
most under privileged and vulnerable children in
the world. I am very proud to be associated with
such a worthy cause.
Thank you to The Hope Foundation for making this
happen”.
YGP Group outside the Victoria
Monument in Kolkata

Inaugural luncheon in aid
of HOPE

Jacqueline Merne, Bedford HOPE Committee

YOGA GARDEN PARTY TRIP TO KOLKATA
In January 2018, HOPE UK’s inagural Yoga trip to Kolkata
set off, under the guidance of HOPE Patron Simon Low and
Vikki Stevenson.
The group visited HOPE’s programmes during their time
in Kolkata and participated in yoga and cultural activities.
“This was truly a trip of a lifetime and I’m so happy to have
been a part of it. It was an incredibly humbling, emotional,
heart-warming and life changing experience which stays
with you. I’m now sponsoring a child and will be taking part
in any future fundraising for HOPE.” - Jane Armour

SUE PERKINS
Sue had visited Kolkata and HOPE projects two years ago when
filming her first documentary on India. During that trip she met
with HOPE staff and joined HOPE’s Night Watch team one evening.
It was then she was introduced to Rakhi, a ten-year-old girl who
dreamed of becoming a doctor, who was living on the street with
her dad and her sister, Rekha.
Sue return to Kolkata this year to film the final episode of her
documentary, and this gave her an opportunity to meet with Rakhi
again. Sue saw how well she has progressed with support and care
she has received from HOPE over the last two years.

HOPE YOUNG
AMBASSADOR

HOPE would like to thank Sue for all her support.

HOPE UK
are absolutely
delighted to announce our
Young Ambassador for 2018,
Anna Prosser.

CHILD SPONSORSHIP

Thank you to Anna and to her
family for all your kindness
and assistance to HOPE.

2017 Walk4HOPE Group

WALK4HOPE 2017
Thank you and well done to everyone that took part in this
year’s walk at Richmond Park on 3rd June, including actress
and HOPE’s newest patron Shelly King. We were blessed with
glorious sunshine and everyone had a wonderful time! We
look forward to an even bigger and better event next year.
Get in touch if you’d like to take part.

LONDON CITY MARATHON
On Sunday the 21st of April, Olive Konkon pounded the streets
of London to raise vital funds for HOPE UK and we would like to
thank Olive, and congratulate her on successfully completing
her first marathon. What a wonderful achievement!

Anna during her visit to
Kolkata to help disabled
children living on the
streets and in slums.

Friends and families of existing child sponsors have also come forward to sponsor
and we are eternally grateful to you all.

Nora Casey, Christopher Biggins and Maureen Forrest

ATTIC CAFÉ TWINNING WITH HOPE CAFÉ
In a unique initiative, the HOPE
Café in Kolkata is now twinned
with “Attic” café in Southend on
Sea. Both café’s will be sharing
recipes and Attic will be raising
funds for HOPEs programmes in
Kolkata.

Attic staff with HOPE Indian recipe book

SHELLEY KING
We are delighted to announce that
actress Shelley King has now joined
HOPE UK as a Patron. We would like
to thank Shelley for her ongoing
support and look forward to working
with her in the future.

HOPE UK currently have 356 children from our programmes in Kolkata, who are
sponsored by UK citizens. This is an increase of 43 new sponsors since the start of
2018. Many people have come to sponsor children having watched Sue Perkins’
“The Ganges” documentary and others have requested to sponsor children having
visited our projects in Kolkata.

Anna works tirelessly to raise
awareness of HOPE in the UK,
giving talks and organising
fundraisers.

HOPE News

LONDON LUNCH

“I feel so happy for all the opportunities and love
that I have received in my life to date. It gives me
heartfelt pleasure to give back to others and to see
children flourish and reach their true potential.
There is nothing to compare to seeing a child smile
in response to a simple act of kindness.

Olive with her well earned medal

To all our friends and fundraisers in the UK, we say a huge thank
you. Over the past 12 months, your interest in, and support to
HOPE has been incredible, and we look forward to your ongoing
assistance over the next year.
Please contact chloe@thehopefoundation.org.uk in relation to
all HOPE UK queries.

Maureen Forrest with HOPE
Patron Jeremy Irons
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Specsavers Ireland

CSR Partners
TFWA Care
Last year, TWFA’s funding provided the capital cost of 30
computers in our Panditiya and 20 computers in our Howrah
Lifeskills Vocational Training Units. In total, because of
TFWA Care’s funding, 131 students received vocational
training in both centres since April 2017. This has helped to
provide these individuals, from impoverished backgrounds
in Kolkata’s slum communities, with the opportunity to gain
work in Kolkata’s growing computer industry.
The project provides high quality vocational training based
on Computer Skills and spoken English to disadvantaged
individuals. It educates trainees with Basic & Advanced
Computer courses along with financial courses, spoken
English, Communication and Personality Development
classes.
The project has been very successful and has encouraged
many disadvantaged youths to take up the opportunity
of gaining a qualification and an education that will be
beneficial to them in pursuing a job. Some of the trainees
are from HOPE’s Protection Homes and it gives them
another form of education to aid them in providing a
sustainable life for themselves and their families.
TFWA Care computers

Lisa Walsh, Orla Murphy, Jasmine Jose &
Edwina McKinney pictured in Kolkata

Vitamin A deficiency and malnutrition are major causes
of corneal scarring among children and underprivileged
adults in Kolkata, resulting in many becoming blind.
Specsavers Ireland supported HOPE to continue to roll
out our Blindness Eradication Programme across street
and slum communities, schools (through community
based camps), special eye clinics and the HOPE Hospital
in Kolkata.
The project is for below poverty line individuals who are
living in street and slum communities with no access to
affordable or quality healthcare. It increases awareness of
eye health and the need for check-ups. It also provides
eye-screening, check-up camps and defect treatment for
schools and communities.
With Specsavers support, HOPE can provide high quality,
sustainable eye care through primary, secondary and
tertiary treatment. We can reduce corneal scarring and
visual loss from vitamin A deficiency, measles and other
preventable causes. Those requiring further support are
provided with glasses or taken to HOPE’s Hospital where
they can undergo surgery in the hospital’s dedicated EyeSurgery theatre.

•
•

Cathy O’ Shaughnessy HOPE Fund

Calcutta Run

Bringing light to the Sunderbans

Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Funding 3 Projects

In 2017, HOPE began to work with Cork company
Verde LED to provide lighting to disadvantaged
communities living in the Sunderbans delta in West
Bengal. The community is cut off from electricity from
the mainland and has to rely on kerosene lamps for a
limited source of light, which is costly and hazardous.
In November 2017 the first phase of this project saw
200 LED solar powered lights distributed for use in the
village of Ghoramara.

The Cathy O’Shaughnessy HOPE Fund was officially
launched by Eddy O’Shaughnessy and his family in
memory of his wife in 2017.

HOPE were delighted and privileged to be chosen as a charity partner of the
Calcutta Run, organised by the Law Society of Ireland, in 2016 and again in 2017.
The significant funds from the run went to support three of HOPE’s projects:
Bhorukha Snehneer Protection Home, Kasba Girls Home and the Emergency
Response Unit in Kolkata.

All the beneficiaries are truly delighted with the solar
LED lights. They are illuminating homes every evening,
allowing children to study and families to continue
their domestic work. During the day, the lamps are
recharged outside in the sunlight, being light and
portable means they can be moved easily to where
ever they are needed which is a huge advantage to the
villagers way of life.
Najma Bibi from Ghoramara said ”Our village was
dependent upon kerosene lamps during the evening.
It was very difficult for us to manage and do household
work after evening. Our island is so remote that
electrical connection with a main grid is not possible.
Our children could not study after sunset, but now,
after getting the small solar light my children can study
in the evening.”

The late Cathy, whose untimely death occurred in 2015,
was described by Eddy as a “small woman with a big
heart,” and after searching around for a way to mark her
life, he and children Gemma, Amy and Colin decided on
assisting HOPE after Eddy had attended an event where
he heard Maureen speak about our work.

Eddy with daughter Gemma in Kolkata

Launching the project, Eddy said that the family concluded that to put her name to the HOPE Fund
was the most appropriate manner in which to remember Cathy, who loved children.

Snehneer Home provides a safe and discrimination free environment for
children who are infected and affected with HIV/AIDS. At present, the project
is supporting 35 children aged 5 to 18 years; 26 girls are staying in Snehneer
home and 9 children are staying with their family supported through Home
based Education Sponsorship. 21 children are infected with HIV and receiving
Anti Retroviral Treatment.

Since then the fund has had a huge impact on HOPE’s Nabo Asha project in Gariahat which aims
to improve accessibility and retention in mainstream education of street children from the area.
The project identifies children at the age of 6 and offers supplementary education, nutrition,
pre-school education, mental and physical health improvement from early childhood to young
adulthood. Children, once ready, are enrolled in mainstream schools and provided supplementary
coaching support and academic counselling to ensure they stay in school.
In the past year, thanks to the Cathy O’Shaughnessy fund and their supporters, a total of 66
children were supported in Gariahat Nabo Asha. 18 of these children were given preparation
classes in order to enrol them in formal schools and 48 children, who are currently enrolled in
school, were given educational support classes. This is truly an extraordinary way to honour
Cathy’s legacy. We were honoured when Eddy and his daughter Gemma both visited Kolkata
this year, spending time on the HOPE projects and committing to the support of HOPE’s work in
Kolkata long term.

Cillian MacDomhnaill, Calcutta Run, with
the Emergency Response Unit

Conducted 12 out-patient eye clinics at HOPE
Hospital for 157 patients
Maureen Forrest with John Keohane, CEO,
Verde LED

HOPE and HIVE work in partnership
to deliver a 24 hour, 7 days a week
response unit, compiled of social
workers, who respond immediately
to those in need. 372 persons were
rescued from different crisis situations,
288 were rescued from the street, and
84 cases rescued from other crises such
as fire explosions and natural disasters.

Kasba Girls Home was established in 2007 and since then the home has
offered a safe, loving family environment to girls from 5 to 12 years old, who
were orphaned, abandoned, at high risk or from broken homes of dysfunctional
families. There are currently 54 children living at Kasba home, 7 girls stay in
hostels/boarding schools, 6 girls have been restored to families with ongoing
educational support.

THANKS TO OUR PAST AND PRESENT SUPPORTERS

Conducted 5 community eye check-up camps that
had 937 beneficiaries

Conducted eye operations for 14 individuals in
HOPE Hospital
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Verde LED, Cork

We are very proud of this partnership and already so much
has been achieved. In March 2018 Specsavers and HOPE:

•

HOPE News
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Child Sponsorship
Education is a passport to a future and a basic human right
Thousands of street and slum children in Kolkata (Calcutta) are denied the
opportunity to attend school. Instead, they are forced to work at home or on the
streets and forever remain in an unending cycle of poverty and destitution. The
Hope Foundation’s Educational Sponsorship Programme was set up to help these
children achieve their right to education. Education not only helps the child to have
a better future but also helps their families and wider communities.
You can make a huge
difference by sponsoring
through the HOPE Child
Education
Sponsorship
programme
It costs €250 to cover a
child’s educational, clothing
and nutritional needs for a
year. If you are interested
in sponsoring an individual
child through their education,
please select the Child
Education
Sponsorship
Programme option (€250 yearly or €21 monthly) on the Bank Standing Order Form
opposite. Complete the form and return it to: Fiona Hannigan, Child Education
Sponsorship Programme, The Hope Foundation, Silverdale Grove, Ballinlough, Cork.
On receipt of your form, Fiona will contact you with details of the child you will be
sponsoring.
General Donations
If you wish to donate your own amount to HOPE, please select the Donation option.
Complete the Bank Standing Order Form and return it to: The Hope Foundation,
Silverdale Grove, Ballinlough, Cork.
Once Off Donations
Alternatively, you can visit the HOPE Website at www.hopefoundation.ie and select
the “Donate” or “Shop” option for once off donations.

We thank you for your support.
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