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Chairman’s Message

Dear Friends of HOPE,

Firstly I want to thank you most sincerely for your incredible generosity in supporting the 
work of HOPE over the past 20 years, both financially and volunteering of your precious 
time.

Our cover feature this year focuses on the power of partnerships. Together we can do so 
much. When we combine our good will with our skills, both here at home and overseas in 
India we can have a profound effect on lives, making a lasting difference. Thank you to all 
our donors and CSR Partners, we never take your support for granted.

Over the years, I have seen how powerful a partnership can be, it really is only by uniting in 
solidarity with a common purpose that we can continue to honour the promises we made 
to the children who still desperately need our help.

As we look back over the past year in this newsletter, we also share with you the stories of 
our partnerships, and successes both at home and in Kolkata. To have helped so many in 
such a short time is a testament to our dedicated HOPE team. We are part of an extended 
family of volunteers, students, staff, patrons, loyal supporters campaigners and donors 
from all over the world.

I thank you again and appeal for your most generous continued support for the children 
that we help, they do not have anybody else to call on, we are their lifeline to survival.

Warmest wishes,

Maureen Forrest - Honorary Director, The Hope Foundation

The Board of The Hope Foundation extends our sincere 
thanks for your care and generosity over the past year. 

Your support has enabled us to continue to provide 
education, health and support services to the poorest 
children and families in Kolkata. 

I thank my fellow Board members for your commitment 
over the past year and I look forward to us achieving the 
goals we have set together, to change the lives of the 
poorest in Kolkata in the year ahead. 

When we combine 
our good will with 
our skills, both 
here at home and 
overseas in India 
we can have a 
profound effect 
on lives,

Maureen Forrest

Dr. Dermot F O’Mahoney
Chairman, The Hope Foundation
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In early 2012 Bekind Boys’ Home 
opened its doors for the first time to 20 
vulnerable, underprivileged boys, where 
they are provided with a safe and secure 
environment. The home is managed by 
HOPE and fully funded by Bekind Ireland. 
This truly is a partnership that is changing 
lives. 

Here is Brian’s story...

“November 2005. I knew I had to do 
something... But where to start?!”

Bekind with Lots of HOPE
Following several visits to India Brian Flanagan decided to set up Bekind Ireland in 2007. Since then the 
charity has gone from strength to strength, raising over €700,000 for the street children of Kolkata.

June 2019. As I prepare 
to return again to that 
city of joy with nine 
young Dublin teenagers, 
I reflect on my first time 
in Calcutta as a volunteer 
in my mid-forties back 
in 2005. I struggled to 
cope with my emotions 
as I witnessed a way of 
life so alien to my own 
and the multi-faceted 
experiences of living in 
this part of incredible 
India.

My eldest son Shane had 
travelled in November 
2004 on a student 

exchange program with 
his school. Fifteen Indian 
boys had come to Dublin 
from Calcutta in May 
of that year. We hosted 
one of those boys, a then 
fifteen-year-old named 
Akhilesh, who was to 
become a vital link to 
the “city of joy”.

Shane’s experiences 
fuelled my curiosity as 
I always had an interest 
in visiting India and 
in November of 2005, 
I travelled with my 
lifelong friend Niall 
Dalton as “mature 

volunteers”. We left 
our wives and families 
behind and our journey 
was to fundamentally 
change our lives.

Much has been written 
about reactions to 
visiting India for the first 
time. Nothing prepares 
you for the assault 
on the senses. Niall 
and I signed on with 
the sisters in Mother 
Teresa’s and started 
working in homes for 
the dying and destitute, 
mentally and physically 
challenged. In at the 

deep end we worked 
morning and afternoon 
shifts sweating and 
toiling in the heat and 
humidity but felt we 
were playing our part in 
reaching out and making 
a little difference in the 
lives of the unwanted, 
the ones from the 
streets who, but for 
organisations like the 
Missionaries of Charity, 
would have perished 
from neglect.

During our time in 
Calcutta we were to 
meet and befriend many. 

We were introduced to 
organisations who were 
reaching out and making 
a difference, reaching 
out to the poorest of the 
poor and giving them 
hope.

For me the most 
shocking experience 
was the number of 
poor children living on 
the streets, or rather 
existing on the streets. 
For despite mother 
India’s vast resources 
and wealth, it remains 
in the hands of the few, 
firmly grasped as in 

We were 
playing 
our part in 
reaching out 
and making 
a little 
difference 
in the lives 
of the 
unwanted

Brian, son Shane and wife Martina in Kolkata

many countries around 
our greedy globe.

Going to Panditya 
Place and meeting 
HOPE founder Maureen 
Forrest, her sister Jenny 
and director of Hope 
Kolkata Foundation, 
Geeta, was a revelation. 
These ladies had 
changed the lives of 
so many and saved the 
lives of children who 
once begged for a living 
on the streets and train 
station platforms.

I brought my two 
younger teenage 
children, Richard and 
Katie, to volunteer in 
2007. They too were 
to witness the work of 
The Hope Foundation 
and see the care and 
compassion given to 
the children in the HOPE 
homes.

Returning home to 
Ireland I gathered a 
group of trusted friends, 
told them I needed 
a board, directors, a 
secretary and that none 
of them would receive 
a salary or expenses! 
We formed a limited 
company and sought 
charitable status. Bekind 
Ireland was born. 

Fundraising began in 
earnest with student 
volunteer groups from 
Castleknock Community 
College and strong 
support from our local 
parish, neighbours and 
friends. It enabled us to 
sponsor several children 
in HOPE and support 
HOPE projects.

A phone call to Maureen 
in the Cork office in 2011 
telling her I wanted to 
do something… “I know 
exactly what you want to 

do” was her reply, “you 
want to open a home in 
Calcutta, don’t you?”

A trip to Cork with my 
son Shane, a meeting 
and budget discussions 
ensued with Maureen 
and her then assistant 
JP and the start of 
something wonderful 
was unfolding.

Back to Kolkata in 
November 2011 with 
younger son Ricky for 
some “house hunting” 
as we sought to secure 
a suitable property 
to open a protection 
home for orphaned and 
abandoned little boys.

No sooner had we 
landed in Calcutta 
airport and Maureen was 
on the phone guiding 
us towards a property 
which had just come on 
the market; a four storey 
newly built house in 
east Kolkata near Ruby 
Hospital. It was a corner 
site with an open green 
area out front and a tall 
council water tank to 
the other side. A nice 
sized roof top area and 
it seemed too good to be 
true, just the perfect size 
for twenty children!

Geeta, Jenny and I met 
the owners and after 
much haggling we had 
agreed a fair monthly 

rental. A lease was 
prepared and signed. 
How was I going to 
explain this to my board 
at home in Ireland???

In Ireland the economy 
was in dire straights with 
the IMF and the Troika in 
control of our nation’s 
finances. Unemployment 
had exploded, the 
Euro was under major 
pressure and Greece was 
a basket case! And here 
I was signing a lease 
and making long term 
commitments in Kolkata. 
I was both nervous 
and very excited, Ricky 
didn’t help by constantly 
reminding me that “mam 
is going to kill you”. 
Mam, Martina, has been 
on the Bekind board 
since its’ inception and 
her support has never 
wavered.

On January 16th 
2012 Bekind Boys’ 
Home opened its 
doors for the first 
time to 20 vulnerable, 
underprivileged boys 
who are orphaned, 
abandoned, destitute 
or living at risk on the 
streets or in the slums of 
Kolkata.

Looking back now 
some seven years later, 
it has been the most 
wonderful life changing 
event for me, my family 
and most importantly, 
the little boys whose 
homes were once the 
streets.

I’ve watched those 
children grow, in mind 
and body, healthy and 
safely protected in a 
place they can call home. 
And none of this would 

have been possible 
had we not had the 
collaboration with The 
Hope Foundation. Well 
trained HOPE Indian 
staff caregivers, child 
councillors, educators, 
child protection officers, 
medical check ups and 
treatment, the list goes 
on.

At Bekind Ireland we 
continue to fully cover 
and fund all costs for 
Bekind Boys’ Home and 
in India Hope Kolkata 
Foundation do the really 
hard work of caring and 
raising these precious 
children.

Celebrating the 7th 
anniversary of Bekind 

Boys’ Home in January

Some of the children 
outside Bekind Boys’ 
Home

To find out more about 
Bekind Ireland please 
visit www.bekind.ie

The boys love to play sports in the “green” area in front of the home
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Tarak Sardar

When Millie was two years old her parents left her in 
the care of Sabera Foundation (a former NGO) as they 
were unable to provide the care she needed. Millie 
would never again meet her parents. In India, 90% of 
the estimated 11 million abandoned children are girls.

In 2014, Millie came in to the care of HOPE and moved 
to Girl2B Protection Home. After this home closed in 
2017, Millie moved to HOPE’s Ashar Alo Girls Home 
by the Child Welfare Committee. At Ashar Alo Millie 
receives safe shelter, education support, proper 
nutrition, counselling and medical support as well 
as extracurricular actvities like football and cricket 
coaching, drawing, dancing and taekwondo.

Because her parents abandoned her when she was 
just 2 years old, Millie had difficulties with building 
relationships and creating attachments. Despite her 
vulnerable childhood history, she coped well with 
help and guidance from HOPE. Millie overcame her 
shyness, became very vocal and began taking part in 
activities at the protection home. She now attends 
school regularly and helps to organise sporting 
activities in the community.

Her outstanding enthusiasm for sports made the 
selecting committee for the Street Child Cricket World 
Cup choose her to be a member of Team India North. 
Millie dreams about a career in sports.

Millie Singh

Kunal Das (18) was a very bright child from a young 
age and his mother always dreamed that he would 
receive a formal education. However, his family 
couldn’t afford to send him to school as his father was 
a factory worker and his mother was a housewife. His 
mother approached HOPE for funding and through 
SICW, Kunal received educational support.

Kunal worked extremely hard at school and recently 
scored 95% in his Higher Secondary Examinations. 
He scored the highest in his school and ranked 28th 
in the entire state of West Bengal. He is now pursuing 
his dream of becoming an accountant after being 
accepted into a top college.

“My parents always told 
me that you have to 
work hard if you want to 
succeed in life. Because 
of them I work very 
hard. I want a better life 
for me and for them. 
Nelson Mandela said that 
‘education is power’, and 
nobody can take that away 
from me now,” Kunal said.

“It felt great to do so well in my exams. I wanted to 
score 90% at least, but I never expected to get 95%. 
My family is very proud of me and I am excited for 
my future and I will continue to work hard. I am very 
thankful to The Hope Foundation and SICW for their 
support and I hope that they will continue to support 
me.”

SICW & UMEED
Where the child comes first

From Our Partner NGOs...

Having 
my own 

adventure 
has proven 
to me that 

anything is 
possible

At first, Meherun was 
apprehensive about 
travelling to the US 
by herself, but the 
experience turned out to 
be life-changing.

“I lived in a small 
town in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania and at 
first it was a big culture 
shock. I was lucky to 
have a great coordinator 
who helped me from 
day one and I had the 
opportunity to meet 
people from all over 
the world. It was fun 
when we were together 
because we saw how 
language, skin colour or 

height didn’t matter. We 
were all the same. We 
even got to bond right 
away because we were 
all going through the 
same thing as exchange 
students, so we talked 
about the differences 
at home, school, and in 
our home countries,” 
Meherun said.

During the programme, 
Meherun also got to 
travel to more than 10 
US states and studied 
modules in English and 
Computing. She also 
attended a leadership 
seminar and completed 
two internships.

“I was also required to 
complete 100 hours 
of volunteering, but 
I completed more 
than 130 hours of 
volunteering in different 
place. I think it’s a good 
way to give back to a 
community and make a 
difference.  

“The best day of my 
life was my graduation 
day when I successfully 
completed the exchange 
program. Being away 
from home and living 
alone in a completely 
different world has 
taught me a lot of things. 
I have grown and my 

perspective has changed 
in ways I never would 
have imagined.

“I now can say that I am 
independent and more 
open to new ideas, and 
more confident about 
myself. Having my own 
adventure has proven 
to me that anything is 
possible and that I can 
do anything. It was the 
best time of my life and 
I will always remember 
how choosing to go out 
and discover what the 
world has in store for me 
was life-changing and 
will be something I will 
always cherish. 

“I am so grateful to The 
Hope Foundation and 
the US Embassy for their 
support and for this 
opportunity.”

Stories of Change

While both his father 
and mother worked in 
a fish market to support 
the family, for long 
hours in Gariahat (South 
Kolkata), Tarak Sardar 
and his elder sister 
helplessly roamed the 
streets, devoid of care 
and protection.

At home, young Tarak 
and his sister were often 
exposed to domestic 
violence, putting them 
at serious risk of long-
term physical and 
mental health problems. 
Regular fights in the 
family made Tarak’s 
father leave the home, 
and his mother was left 
alone to provide for 
Tarak and his sister. 

Soon after Tarak’s father 
left the family, his 
mother had no option 
but to work for the 
entire day and leave 

little Tarak vulnerable 
on the streets,  roaming 
for hours with no one 
to look after him and no 
food to eat.

Tarak was rescued 
from the streets after 
being found lying sick 
for days. Our social 
worker immediately 
got in touch with local 
police and arranged 
for Tarak to be placed 
before the Child Welfare 
Committee as a child in 
desperate need of care 
and protection. 7-year-
old Tarak was placed in 

BeKind Protection Home 
for Boys in January 
2010.

At Bekind Home, Tarak 
received protection, 
education, nutrition and 
all the other supports 
essential for his holistic 
development after 
coming to HOPE. After 
counselling support 
and plenty of love and 
care, Tarak can now mix 
very well with the other 
children in the home.

Tarak did not attend 
school prior to his 
placement with HOPE. 
He was given private 
tuition to bridge the 
gap in his education 
and then mainstreamed 
to formal school. He is 
now studying in Class VI 
at A.K. Ghosh Memorial 
School and performing 
well.

Tarak is passionate about 
sports and regularly 
takes part in the school’s 
sporting activities. He 
often attends cricket 
coaching classes and 
loves to play as a 
batsman. In April, 2019, 
he got the opportunity 
to play in Street Child 
Cricket World Cup in 
England and Tarak was 

selected as the captain 
of Team India North. 

Tarak aims to pursue 
higher studies as he 
knows that education 
is the gateway to 
his empowerment, 
along with passion, 
determination and hard 
work. 

Tarak was 
rescued 

from the 
streets after 
being found 

lying sick 
for days.

Last July Meherun (23), 
who has been with The 
Hope Foundation since 
she was six-years’-old, 
was selected for an 
exchange program in 
the USA where she was 
placed at a college in 
Pennsylvania. 

Meherun Kratun

We saw how 
language, 
skin colour 
or height 
didn’t 
matter

Education is power and nobody 
can take that away from me
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Lisa Walsh and her 
daughter Ella at an 
eye clinic in Kolkata

There are over 10 million people suffering from blindness in India. With the help of 
Specsavers, The Hope Foundation established a Blindness Eradication Programme 
in Kolkata across street and slum communities and schools. With Specsavers 
support, HOPE has so far conducted over 40 free eye check-up camps, treated 
over 7,188 people, dispensed over 4,455 pair of glasses, provided over 2,697 free 
medicines to patients and performed 234 eye surgeries in the HOPE hospital. 

The Power of Partnership

Specsavers Liffey Valley 
and Clondalkin store 
director, Lisa Walsh, 
along with a crew of staff 
from Specsavers all over 
Ireland returned from 
an eye-opening week 
with HOPE in Kolkata 
in October. Lisa, along 
with her daughter Ella, 

from Alexandra College 
Dublin, volunteered 
at HOPE Eye Clinics, 
visited local slums and 
protection homes and 
travelled around the 
city on the Night Watch 
Ambulance, where they 
treated those living on 
the poverty-stricken 

streets of Kolkata 
deemed too poorly to 
visit the eye clinic.

During the week-long 
volunteering trip, the 
Specsavers team gave 
eye checks to 1,300 
patients, dispensed 
over 1,000 glasses and 
in more severe cases, 

Kolkata with HOPE 
and Specsavers. The 
poverty we witnessed 
while working in the 
city is remarkable and 
even though it was my 
second time visiting the 
city, it was still shocking 
to witness the destitute 
living conditions. To be 
able to give those with 
so little the ability to 
see is a remarkable task 
to undertake. We are so 
lucky in Ireland to have 
access to great health-
care and services that 
we shouldn’t take this for 
granted.’

Speaking of her first trip 
to Kolkata, Ella says: ‘The 
week I spent in Kolkata 
will stay with me forever. 
The poverty I witnessed 
was heart-breaking to 
see, however, I am so 
grateful and privileged 
to have experienced 
this life changing 
trip. I remember how 
passionately my mother 
spoke of her first trip to 
Kolkata and I wanted to 
experience it for myself 
as part of my Transition 
Year program.’

The ongoing partnership 
between Specsavers 
and The Hope 
Foundation  honours 
their commitment 
to work together 
for, and within the 
community by listening 

to and addressing 
their needs. The power 
of this partnership 
was recognised and 
shortlisted for the 
Charities Institute 
Ireland’s Charity 
Excellence Awards 2019, 
in the Best Corporate 
Charity Partnership 
category.

The Hope Foundation 
and Specsavers Ireland 
remain united with 
a common purpose, 
a shared passion 
for eye health and 
a commitment to 
harnessing their own 
skills to help humanity. 
It was the first time 
HOPE has partnered 
with an Irish corporate 
to implement vital eye 
care on the ground in 
Kolkata. The project 
is an investment into 
the development of 
humanity, affording 
children and adults 
with necessary eye 
care which in turn gives 
them an opportunity to 
become self-sufficient. 
This innovative ethos 
has been instrumental 
in implementing 
successful solutions to 
so many of the problems 
faced on the streets 
and has helped us to 
overcome challenges 
together.

To be able 
to give those 
with so little 

the ability 
to see is a 

remarkable 
task to 

undertake. 

Darren Kennedy - 
My week in Kolkata with Specsavers

Being the Change and Seeing the Change we Want 
to be in the World

When Specsavers asked 
me to join them in 
Kolkata, I was a little 
bit apprehensive and 
unsure as to why they 
were going out there 
to do eye tests. But as I 
educated myself on the 
situation out there it 
suddenly dawned on me 
- curable blindness is a 
massive thing in Kolkata. 
To save someone’s 
eyesight is literally 
giving them hope for the 
future, for education, for 
a job. Glasses, something 
we are guilty of taking 

for granted, are such a 
basic form of healthcare 
in Kolkata, as is an eye 
test, so something 
like what Specsavers 
are doing with Hope 
becomes very profound. 
I was immediately 
moved by the story of 
the partnership before I 
even got to Kolkata and 
was privileged to be 
invited to join.    

I travelled as a team of 
ten, with Opticians and 
Dispensing Opticians 
from Specsavers stores 
in Liffey Valley, Limerick, 

Stillorgan and Athlone. 
When you take the time 
to go to Kolkata and see 
for yourself, so much 
you thought you knew 
about life and humanity 
changes.  

Over the course of a 
week, we travelled all 
around the slums and 
rural villages conducting 
over a thousand eye 
tests at the eye camps, 
visiting children and 
families who had 
literally nothing. It 
was very emotional 
to see people in such 
vulnerable situations 
living on the streets and 
in the slums but also 
incredibly rewarding 
as the work that 
Specsavers and HOPE do 
is incredible. 

Through the Specsavers 
eye clinics we were 
literally helping 
to prevent a life of 
darkness for those with 
eye health conditions. 
Problems like cataracts, 
retinal ulcers are now 
all operable at the HOPE 
Hospital.

I was really taken with 
the scope of what HOPE 
do in Kolkata. Doing 
16 and 18 hour days, 
travelling all across 
the street and slum 
communities, we met 
so many people who 
have been supported by 
HOPE.  

One day we went 
to Bhagar dump, a 
mountain of rubbish 
that people live on and 
around. We also tended 
a night ambulance on 
the banks of the Ganges, 
where people lived 
along both sides of the 
railway track, just four 
inches from the train 
line. I met children living 
in these areas and visited 
schools run by HOPE 
in these communities. 
People came up to us 
who had benefitted 
from the Specsavers Eye 
Camps last year and told 
us about how different 
their lives are right now. 
It was amazing to hear 
and so moving to be a 
part of their journey. 

It was a privilege to see 
first-hand all of the work 
HOPE and Specsavers 
do and how quickly we 
could make a positive 
impact. When we were 
on the streets we 
discovered some people 

with cataracts and within 
24 hours they were 
at the HOPE hospital 
awaiting surgery to 
have them removed. The 
work at the hospital is 
incredible. 

I have worked with 
Specsavers for over 
seven years now and I 
have to say that they 
are a great company to 
work with and I am very 
proud of the work we 
have done together in 
partnership with HOPE. 
The Specsavers team 
raised €75,000 this 
year alone which will 
fund the eye clinic for 
three years, positively 
affecting thousands of 
lives. Partnerships like 
this one really are so 

Specsavers & HOPE powerful to witness. 

We met Maureen Forrest 
on our first night in 
Kolkata and she said 
something to me that 
night I will never forget:  
‘You are witnesses now 
and as a witness you 
can never let this go’. I 
will never forget what 
I witnessed in Kolkata 
with HOPE and am so 
thankful to have played 
a role in the work that 
Specsavers do there. 
What I really took away 
from it is how divided 
the world is, however 
I felt honoured to be 
there and to be a part 
of it. Hope is being able 
to see that there is still 
light in all the darkness.  

Darren with the Specsavers team 
at HOPE Hospital

referred patients to the 
eye hospital for surgery. 
Although what was 
provided can almost be 
seen as basic eye care, 
many of those who 
were treated by the 
Specsavers team had 
never had access to this 
service.

This was Lisa’s second 
visit to Kolkata leading 
a Specsavers team. 
Speaking about her time 
there Lisa said ‘I am so 
grateful to have had 
the privilege of visiting 
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Calcutta Run:
The Power of Collaboration
Calcutta Run, The Legal Fundraiser, has been raising funds to help young 
people living on the streets of Ireland and Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) for 21 
years. For the last 3 years the run has partnered with The Hope Foundation. 
Here, Eoin MacNeill, one of the founders, reflects on the last 21 years.  

When we reflect on 
Calcutta Run over the 
last 21 years, it has 
been fantastic to see its 
journey from a simple 
idea into the hugely 
successful event that it 
is today. Calcutta Run 
now raises well over 
€200,000 each year and 
in its lifetime has raised 
over €4,000,000 for 
children on the street in 
Ireland and in Calcutta. 
Collaboration is at the 
heart of Calcutta Run’s 
success and everything 
we do.

The beginning of 
Calcutta Run was a 
simple idea; to try and 
find a way for us, as 
solicitors, to help others 
through a structured and 
sustainable initiative. 
Over the course of the 
initial conversations 
between the founders, 
Eoin MacNeill, Joe Kelly, 
Michael Barr at A&L 
Goodbody and Cillian 
MacDomhnaill and 
Ken Murphy at the Law 
Society the idea evolved 
and what we now know 
as Calcutta Run started 

to take shape. We had 
a sense that if we could 
utilise the collective 
power of the legal 
profession working 
together, we could put 
something together that 
could make a difference.

Initially we started 
by mobilising friends 
and colleagues, telling 
them what we had in 
mind and persuading 
them to get involved. 
However, it was also 
clear to us that lawyers, 
unlike other professions; 
doctors, nurses, builders, 
engineers could not 
themselves deliver the 
help to the people we 
were trying to help. We 
did know, however, that 
what we could do was 
raise money. We needed 
to find partners who 
could convert the money 
we might raise into much 
needed help for children 
on the streets in Calcutta 
and Dublin. Today, more 
than 100 solicitors’ firms 

from across the country 
support Calcutta Run in 
one way or another.

One of the many great 
rewards of being 
involved in Calcutta 
Run has been the 
relationships we have 
formed with fantastic 
people doing amazing 
work. Calcutta Run has 
introduced us to many 
inspirational people 
who have devoted 
their lives to helping 
children on the streets. 
In Dublin, Fr. Peter 
McVerry and his team at 
the Peter McVerry Trust; 
in Calcutta, John O’Shea 
and GOAL and then later 
Maureen Forrest and 
her great team at The 
Hope Foundation. They 
have inspired us in so 
many ways. While each 
of those personalities 
and organisations 
are different, there 
are many significant 
common qualities; 
compassion, motivation, 
determination and 
energy infuse everything 
that they do.

Each year when we 
hand over the proceeds 
of Calcutta Run the 
charities thank us for 
our efforts but in reality, 
we thank them. Without 
them we could not help 

vulnerable children in 
Dublin and in Calcutta. 
We thank them also 
for motivating us and 
inspiring us and not 
just in relation to our 
work on Calcutta Run; 
we take that inspiration 
into our own working 
and personal lives in so 
many different ways.

The collaboration and 
partnership which 
we have developed 
with these great 
organisations allows us 
to deliver support to 
the many children that 
we help. Everyone who 
supports Calcutta Run 
in any way supports and 

shows solidarity with 
those who have not been 
as fortunate as we have. 
President Kennedy once 
said, “Of those to whom 
much is given, much is 
expected”.  Calcutta Run 
is one of the many ways 
the solicitors’ profession 
tries to deliver on that 
expectation.

We are so grateful to 
our partners in The 
Hope Foundation and 
the Peter McVerry Trust 
for everything they do, 
and we look forward to 
continuing and growing 
that partnership over the 
next twenty years.

- Eoin MacNeill

01

Gavin Duffy leading the 
warm-up as usual!

03

And they’re off! Calcutta Run 
2019 gets underway.

06

The Calcutta Run Sportive-
features 50km and 100km 
routes.

02

This year featured an inter-
firm soccer tournament, won 
by Mason Hayes & Curran.

05

That finish line feeling! Now, 
to the festival!

04

It’s a great day out for all the 
family!

07
There was a great turnout 
for Calcutta Run Cork. This 
event is going from strength 
to strength.

08

Thanks to to Oisin Lambe 
and all the volunteers in 
New York for organising their 
second run.

01

04

03

06

07

05

08

02Calcutta Run 2019 was a huge 
success with over 1,100 legal 
professionals walking, running, 
cycling, and even playing 
football and tennis to help fight 
homelessness in Dublin and 
Kolkata. There were also runs in 
Cork and New York. 

This year’s event sent the total 
amount raised to over €4million.

Eoin MacNeill, right, at the Calcutta Run with 
volunteers

The Calcutta Run supports the HOPE/HIVE Emergency Response Unit
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Rebecca Allman
(Parent of Zoe Allman Walsh, Christ the King, Cork) 

REGINA BRETT, SCOIL MHUIRE, KANTURK, CO. CORK

GERALDINE WALLACE, CASTLETROY COLLEGE, LIMERICK

School Immersion
Programme

Dear Teachers, Parents and Students, 

We are very proud that 68 schools and over 460 students and teachers 
participated in HOPE’s 2018/2019 School Immersion Programme. 

Since 2003, HOPE has worked closely with Irish secondary schools to offer 
transition year and fifth year students the unique opportunity to fundraise 
and raise awareness for HOPE, as well as travel to Kolkata to engage in 
and discover first-hand the real difference being made to the lives of street 
connected children and their families. 

We would be delighted to hear from any school, teacher or student who 
is interested in finding out more about HOPE and our School Immersion 
Programme. 

It made 
me realise 
how much 
difference 
just one 
person can 
make in 
this world

Maureen Forrest, Hon. Director of HOPE                            Laura Power, Schools’ Programme Manager

Students’ Feedback

Parents’ Feedback

Teachers’ Feedback

DARA O CONNELL, GAELCHOLÁISTE MHUIRE AG, CORK

“I thoroughly enjoyed my experience with The Hope Foundation and would recommend it to 
everybody. I was nervous about going by myself but everyone made me so welcome and I had such 
an amazing time.”

“ Experience of a lifetime and so professionally organised 
and handled by all involved. Well done.” - Greta Noone

“My lady said it was worth doing TY for the Kolkata/HOPE 
experience alone!” - Mary Mulcahy

“
I first heard of the Hope Foundation Immersion Programme in a Transition Year 
magazine. I had always wanted to visit India, but this way I felt that I would be doing 
some good, as well as having the opportunity to share an experience like this with 
some of my own students. I suppose I had just taken for granted that this would be 
a one-off trip, however, five years later and I am still making the journey to Kolkata 
each year.

 It is hard to know what to expect when you embark on this 
journey for the first time. I always knew that it would be 
rewarding, but I can genuinely say that I have gained so 
much more than I have given. I have had the privilege of 
seeing children I encountered for the first time five years 
ago grow and develop. I have seen first-hand how a safe and 
caring environment can empower a child, enabling them to 
discover their talents and realise their potential. I have also 
been lucky enough to be part of my own students’ journey 
as they experience new cultures, make new friends and 
realise the impact their hard work has made in the lives of 
others, and for a teacher, that’s a very special thing. 

I am lucky enough to have travelled quite a bit in my life, 
but this is something completely different. I have come to feel part of something 
incredibly special. On each trip, I have been both moved and inspired; from leaders 
and volunteers, to students and most especially the children I have encountered in 
the Hope projects I have met some of the most amazing people. They are the reason I 
will keep going back. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks for all the support from the 
HOPE Team. From the very first induction meeting everything about 
fundraising and the trip was explained in great detail. It has given 
my daughter a huge sense of personal responsibility for organising 
fundraising events and she has grown so much in confidence 
throughout this journey.

The final pre-departure talk from the HOPE team was very reassuring 
to nervous parents and we knew our children were in safe hands.

The trip itself, as my daughter put it, was “indescribable” and she was 
delighted to see first-hand how all the fundraising money was being 
used in such a productive and meaningful way. The memories, both 
happy and sometimes sad, will remain with her forever and I’m sure it 
has shaped her life and many more students’ lives as they return with 
a different perspective as to how other people live.

I wish you every success in the future. 

“You make the world a better place by first making yourself a better person” - Scott Scorrell

Over the Easter holidays I was one of the lucky few from Transition Year that got to travel to Kolkata, India with 
The Hope foundation. Ever since I first heard about this programme when I was in first year, I instantly knew 
that this was what I wanted to do once I went in to TY. I cannot put into words the joy I felt when I saw my name 
on the list of people who were selected to partake in this once in a lifetime experience.  I was very lucky to 
have my family and the school support me in all of my fundraising throughout the year. I wouldn’t have been 
able to do it without that little bit of help from others. 

I can, hand on my heart, say that it was an unforgettable week 
that I am so grateful to have experienced. I met such amazing 
people from both Ireland and India, and I’ve made lots of new 
friends along the way. While in India the volunteers and staff 
from The Hope Foundation escorted us to many areas of Kolkata 
where HOPE has set up homes, hospitals and crèches to care for 
those in need. When my group first got onto our bus, we were 
all in awe looking out of our windows to admire the City of Joy.

Travelling around Kolkata we witnessed extreme poverty that I 
didn’t think existed in this day and age. We saw families living in 
slums and mountainous dumps, carrying on with their everyday 
lives. One thing that struck me was no matter how difficult a life 
some of the families had it never made them any less happy or 
any less of a regular family you would find here in Ireland. We also got to visit children’s protection homes, a 
hospital and crèches where we were overwhelmed by the affection that the children and patients showed us. 
They appreciated every single gift that we gave them, even if that gift was just the time we took to watch them 
perform beautiful traditional dances, play a game of cards or simply have a chat. Walking into every project 
and seeing the smiles on everyone’s faces will forever remain in my heart.

I miss Kolkata terribly. I still can’t comprehend that I am only 16 years of age and I got to travel all the way to 
India, and I have made a difference for the better in all of those people’s lives. It made me realise how much 
difference just one person can make in this world. I am now more determined to appreciate and to be grateful 
for the wonderful life I have and to try and become the best person I can be.

SOPHIE DELANEY, CASTLETROY COLLEGE 

“

“

It was a very humbling and uplifting experience for me that has 
changed my outlook on life. These children were loved and were 
safe and this was very evident everywhere.  They have hope and 
we can help them achieve their dreams by promoting the good 
work of The Hope Foundation in raising awareness and getting 
sponsorship. I hope that I will get the opportunity to return to 
Kolkata next year and hopefully see some of these amazing 
children again and see how they have progressed . Kolkata holds 
a very special place in my heart.

Above is my favourite picture from my trip. It’s of a little bit blowing bubbles, the sheer 
happiness on his face is infectious and I feel this captures the spirit of the children and 
the light of HOPE that shines brightly for them.
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Students enjoying Holi 
Festival with the children!

12

Clongowes College at 
Ashirbad Boys Home

15

Dylan O’Shea, Desmond 
College, giving a helping hand

11

Students from Kanturk, 
Mallow, Askeaton and Cork at 
Birla Temple

14

Irish students and girls from 
HOPE Protection Home

13

Irish students trying Indian 
dancing!

16
Students from Scoil Mhuire 
Blarney, Carrigaline Comm 
School & Presentation 
Thurles

17

High five! Presentation 
Mitchelstown students
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12

18
Mount Mercy College students 
ready for Saree Night

04

03

05

06

09

08

01

07

0201

Students enjoying Saree 
Night at the hotel

03

Rachel O’ Callaghan, Regina 
Mundi College, Cork

06

April 18th group with Team 
India North at cricket event

02
HOPE Soccer Aid 2019

05

Adam O’ Sullivan, Coláiste 
Ide agus Iosef Abbeyfeale, 

teaching the ukulele

04

All stocked up on the 
wonders of the HOPE Shop!

07

The March 14th group all 
ready for St. Patricks Day!

08

The March 21st group at St. 
John’s Church

09

Abby Sullivan, Emily King, 
and Hannah May Coffey 
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This year our good friends at the UCC Hope Foundation 
Society launched a new and exciting challenge called 
Apprentice 2019, which was in association with the 
UCC Entrepreneurial and Social Society.

The teams who took part sold Butlers Chocolate bars 
and were encouraged to use all their entrepreneurial 
skills to sell as many as possible in a period of 24 
hours.

The winners received a prize of €500 and there were 
also sponsored prizes for the runners up.

Well done to the winning team of Caiti Garvey, Caoife 
De Hóra, pictured here, and Diarmaid Cleary,

Thank you so much to everyone who braved the cold 
in January to take part and raise funds for HOPE. Roll 
on 2020!

A sincere THANK YOU to all the students and teachers who 
represented their schools, communities and families, and took part in 
HOPE’s Development Education and School Immersion Programme 
during the 2018/2019 school year. You have made a difference!

Alexandra College, Dublin
Ballincollig Community School
Bandon Grammar, Bandon
Blackwater Community School, Lismore
Borrisokane Community School
CBS High School, Clonmel
CBS Secondary Mitchelstown
Carrigaline Community School Carrigaline
Castletroy College, Limerick
Christ the King, Cork
Clongowes, Co. Kildare
Colaiste Na Toirbhirte, Bandon
Colaiste Íde & Iosef, Abbeyfeale
Coláiste Choilm, Ballincollig
Coláiste Chríost Rí, Cork
Coláiste Mhuire, Askeaton
Coláiste Mhuire, Buttevant
Coláiste Muire, Ennis
Coláiste Treasa, Kanturk 
Coláiste an Chroí Naofa, Carrignavar 
Coláiste an Phiarsaigh, Glanmire
Coláiste an Spiorad Naomh, Bishopstown
Davis College, Mallow
Desmond College, Newcastle West
Dominican College, Galway
Gaelcholáiste Luimnigh
Gaelcholáiste Mhuire AG, Cork
Gaelcholáiste an Chláir, Ennis
Gaelcholáiste na Mara, Dublin 
Glanmire Community College
Hazelwood College, Dromcolliher,
John the Baptist, Hospital
Kings Hospital, Dublin  
Laurel Hill Coláiste, Limerick

Laurel Hill, Limerick
Loreto Secondary School, Fermoy
Meánscoil san Nioclás, An Rinn
Midleton College
Mount Mercy, Cork
Mount Sackville, Dublin
Muckross Park, Dublin
Nagel Rice, Doneraile
Newtown School, Waterford
Our Lady’s Templemore
Patrician Academy, Mallow
Pobalscoil na Tríonóide Youghal
Presentation College, Cork
Presentation Secondary, Mitchelstown
Presentation Secondary School Thurles
Regina Mundi, Cork 
Rochestown College Rochestown
Rockwell College, Tipperary
Saint Mary’s, Charleville
Scoil Mhuire Cork
Scoil Mhuire, Blarney
Scoil Mhuire, Cork 
Scoil Mhuire, Kanturk
Scoil Pól, Kilfinane
Skibbereen Community School
St. Aloysuis, Carrigtwohill
St. Angela’s College, Cork
St. Angela’s Ursuline, Waterford
St. Augustines, Dungarvan
St. Josephs College, Borrisoleigh
St. Mary’s, Macroom
St. Mary’s, Mallow
Tullow Community College
Ursuline Thurles

Shauna O’Sullivan,
Desmond College

Trudie Collins, St.
Mary’s, Charleville

Connect 4 battle 
at HOPE Hospital!

Group at Kasba Girls 
Home

Students from Castletroy College and 
Laurel Hill Coláiste FCJ, Limerick

UCC Apprentice 2019
Thanks to our friends at the UCD Indian Society and 
the UCC Hope Foundation Society for celebrating Holi 
and the arrival of spring in aid of HOPE. 

In Cork the society held their annual Colour Run and 
there was just as much colour on view in Dublin as 
they celebrated their Holi Fesitval 2019. 

We are extremely grateful to both groups for their 
colourful support!

Universities Unite for HOPE!

Since 2008, Frobel College of Education in Dublin has worked 
in partnership with The Hope Foundation in Kolkata. Every 
year, 25-30 eager students with their lecturers travel to India’s 
‘City of Joy’ to engage in HOPE’s education programmes. With 
an immense amount of knowledge, skills and resources, these 
students embark on what can only be described as a life-
changing experience.

Report to June 2019

17 Froebel teachers are currently teaching alongside their 
HOPE Kolkata counterparts for five weeks until mid-July. They 
are teaching in creches, Nabadisha and state schools as well. 
Three of them attend a special education centre –SICW- in the 
evenings.

The Froebel teachers were accompanied by three Froebel staff 
members who, in addition to supporting the Froebel teachers 
settle into their roles, conducted a one-day workshop 
attended by 40 HOPE personnel.

A week of workshops, delivered by Laura Thornton, for HOPE 
teachers was held in January 2019. Laura was accompanied 
by Aoife Titley who conducted research, requested by HOPE 
Kolkata, on the impact of the Froebel HOPE Partnership over 
the ten years 2008 – 2018.

Brian Tubbert

Chairperson, Froebel HOPE Partnership organising committee

Third Level Action
Froebel HOPE Teacher Education Partnership 

  UCC Hope Foundation Society Colour Run 2019

  UCD Indian Society Holi Festival 2019

If your college,  third level institution or group 
would like to get involved with the work of 
HOPE please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

envelope office@hopefoundation.ie

phone 021 4292990
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Volunteer Experience
Catherine Devine (24) is a journalist from Donegal who recently 
volunteered with her mother Siobhan in Kolkata.

My mum and I had 
always dreamed of 
volunteering abroad, 
so we were delighted 
when the opportunity 
came up for us to work 
together with The 
Hope Foundation this 
summer.

At first when we 
arrived in Kolkata, 
everything seemed 
like a contradiction. 
In the dark and damp 
slums, there were 
children filled with the 
biggest and brightest 
smiles. In the city 
surrounded by poverty 

The children are 
truly inspiring 

and they 
were the ones 

teaching me at 
the end of the 

day. 

and suffering, the 
buildings were vibrant 
with colours and lights. 
Outside rooftop bars 
and four-storey malls, 
there were people and 
animals starving on the 
pavements.

From day one, my mum 
and I were immensely 
impressed by the 
organisation of The 
Hope Foundation. We 
got a chance to see some 
of the 60 projects that 
the foundation runs for 
poor and disadvantaged 
children and it was 
amazing to see how 

Returning to Kolkata India for the 2nd time with Yoga 
for HOPE, I had no expectations but to show up and 
witness all that HOPE had on offer. I was told on a few 
occasions that the hard work for this kind of trip begins 
in Ireland through the fundraising of €3,800. Yes, it 
wasn’t easy but compared to what I witnessed in all 
the HOPE projects it was a walk in the park.

I recognized what hard work really is as I experienced 
first-hand how the staff in every project work with and 
have respect for the children in their care. They are 
truly inspirational. The conditions they work in are far 
removed from the comforts our teachers have here 
in Ireland yet they carry out their tasks with joy and 
passion. 

The Spirit of the children is just amazing and it infused 
my heart and “broke it wide open”. It is a different 
feeling than being “heartbroken”. It is easy to get into a 
mind set of “sure what difference are we really making 
here “ (the need is so great)  then I think of our founder 
Maureen Forrest and wonder if she had thought that 
19 years ago The Hope Foundation would not exist. It’s 
all about one small step forward at a time and working 
moment, by moment, by moment. 

So I look at it all with an attitude of positivity and join 
in with the spirit of the staff, volunteers and children 

Yoga for HOPE 2018 In October 2018, a group of 10 yogis from Ireland and the UK came together after months of 
intensive fundraising to share their gift of yoga and witness their fundraising in action by visiting 
HOPE’s projects. 

This was the 9th year of Yoga for HOPE, which has gone from strength to strength since it’s 
inception in 2009 by yoga teacher and dedicated supporter of HOPE, Mella Murphy. The group 
was guided through the expert support of Gillian Houlihan, Joe Faulkner and Jean ‘Jyanti’ Noonan 
and it was a transformative experience for those involved.

as we all unite together. We are carried on a wave 
of LOVE that becomes a Tsunami, which we all get to 
experience from a HEART PLACE. The HEART knows 
where to go; all we have to do is FOLLOW. 

On the night watch, I walked around the slums with 
both my hands held by little hands, smiling faces and 
giggles echoed around as they invited us into their 
homes with a warm welcome. A six-day-old baby was 
passed to me from the comfort of its mothers arms. 
Her smile a picture of pride, her home consisted of 
plastic, wooden stakes and the odd block here and 
there. The inside padded with coloured blankets as 
small bodies slept on the floor. She passed me this 
sleeping baby wrapped in a pink hoodie, a small 
string around its belly. No nappies or sterilizer in 
sight, just a perfect baby boy in pink.

It’s easy for me to write this from the comfort of 
my lovely home in Ireland, however if I had not 
witnessed Kolkata with all my senses I would not be 
writing it at all. So I returned home and will continue 
to do my part knowing that HOPE is all these children 
have and in the footsteps of Mr. Gandhi I am doing 
my small part to “be the change I want to see in the 
world”

The seed of HOPE is firmly planted in my heart and it 
has already set down strong roots that will continue 
to grow and blossom for the rest of my days, my 
hope is to shake off some of my seeds and plant 
them where ever there is interest. I am the WITNESS. 
I cannot go back. I can only move forward, carried on 
waves of expanded Hope, Joy and Love. 

Gratitude Knows No Bounds and I feel blessed and 
privileged to have had this experience.

“Rising HOPE”
by Breda McDonald,2018 Yoga for HOPE Group

the money we had 
fundraised was going 
directly to the children 
and HOPE’s projects.

During my three months 
volunteering I had the 
opportunity to work 
in different projects, 
but my favourite 
was teaching English 
classes and visiting the 
PBK Girl’s Home. The 
children are all so eager 
to learn and they grab 
each opportunity that 
HOPE presents to them 
with both hands. Some 
of the children are truly 
inspiring and they were 

the ones teaching me at 
the end of the day. The 
teachers and staff that 
Hope employs are also a 
credit to the foundation 
as they ensure that 
each child is motivated 
to achieve their full 
potential.

I also got to experience 
the night ambulance, 
where the Hope medical 
team tends to the 
people sleeping on the 
streets at night. While 
observing the work of 
the night ambulance, I 
witnessed poverty and 
neglect I didn’t think 
was possible. Young 
children are laid out 
to sleep on the ground 
with rats running 
around them and cars 
honking their horns in 
every direction. In the 
volunteers’ apartment, 
we all jumped (and 
occasionally screamed) 
when we saw a gecko 
on the walls, so it 
amazes me how these 
children have become 
so resilient to their 
surroundings. On one 
occasion, the medical 
team also tended to a 
21-year-old mother-of-
three who was sleeping 
on the streets with her 
young children. On the 
same night, we also 
had the opportunity 
to laugh and dance to 
‘Ring a Rosy’ and ‘Hokey 

Pokey’ with street 
children whose smiles 
were brighter than the 
streetlights.

Every day in India 
something surprises 
you. The biggest 
culture shock for me 
was that there were 
people everywhere 
who constantly stared 
at us. At the Victoria 
Memorial, people 
formed queues to take 
selfies with us! And I 
don’t think I will ever 
recover from the thrill 
of the roads. In Ireland 
there is a phrase ‘drive 
like you’re late for 
mass’, but in Kolkata 
they drive like they’re 
competing in rally 
weekend and seat belts 

just aren’t a thing!

Kolkata is called the 
‘City of Joy’ and while 
at times the experience 
can be upsetting 
and eye-opening, 
the resilience and 
community spirit in 
Kolkata is truly awe-
inspiring. As volunteers, 
we can’t change a 
whole lot in Kolkata, 
but I think our biggest 
achievement is to make 
one child smile or 
laugh for even a short 
time. My experience in 
Kolkata will stay with 
me forever and I would 
encourage anyone 
young or old to come 
and volunteer with The 
Hope Foundation.
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I first heard of The 
Hope Foundation from 
my grandaunt, Sister 
Columba O’Flaherty 
(PBVM), who had worked 
as a missionary with The 
Presentation Sisters, 
teaching children in 
India and Pakistan for 
51 years from 1936 to 
1987. I was very curious 
and attended the 2018 
Dublin fundraising lunch 
to learn more. I had 
the good fortune to be 
seated next to Madge 
Scanlon, a lovely lady 
and long-time supporter 
of HOPE, who told me 
all about the Himalayan 
walk, having done it 
many years herself. I 
signed up a week later, 
and with great support 
from friends, family and 
colleagues, achieved my 
fundraising target within 
a couple of weeks. 
The 2-week trip was 

imagine, often living in 
unimaginably difficult 
and poor conditions, 
in Kolkata.  During 
our time in Kolkata 
we visited many of 
the schools, crèches 
and homes, as well 
as HOPE’s vocational 
training centre – all 
fantastic projects that 
are  changing the lives of 
many children and young 
people, visibly lifting 
them out of poverty 
through education and 
opportunity, giving them 
hope. Wherever we 
went, we were welcomed 
with big smiles - it 
was remarkable to see 
the impact that HOPE 
has had on so many 
young men, women and 
children.

I took the opportunity 
to go out with the night 
ambulance on 2 nights 
in Kolkata. It was really 
shocking to see the 
extreme poverty and 

vulnerability of so many 
living in slums and on 
the streets. At the same 
time very uplifting to see 
the level of consistent 
dedicated care, support 
and medical assistance 
provided by ambulance 
team, night after night, 
to those in need.

The serenity of the 
mountains felt like 
a world away after 
Kolkata. I have so many 
wonderful memories of 
the walk – local children 
running after us in 
the remote mountain 
villages excitedly calling 
“tourists! tourists!”, 
the spectacular snow-
capped scenery, and 
visiting beautiful 
temples and sights. 
The entire trip was a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
and memorable 
experience. If you are 
reading this and are 
thinking of signing up 
–  just do it! I cannot wait 
to return to India again 
this October - as the 
long-standing walkers 
in the group say, the 
mountains are calling!

Jacinta with the Night Watch ambulance

Loretto Kennedy, Jacinta, Jacqueline Merne, Pauline Coffey & Mary Woods

This year’s walk will take 
place from 26th October to 

10th November.

For more information email:

admin@hopefoundation.ie

Cork Life Centre
Staff Testimonial

Would you like  to 
get involved?

truly one of the most 
eye opening and best 
experiences of my life.

From witnessing the 
wonderful work being 
done so effectively by 
HOPE on the ground, to 
getting to know the other 
walkers in the most epic 
Himalayan surroundings, 
and meeting some of 
the friendliest, most 
welcoming and resilient 
people you could 

This unique trip promises the journey of a 
lifetime. Participants visit HOPE projects in 
Kolkata and, as a team, help paint some of 
the children’s crèches and homes. This year’s 
trip takes place from 26th October to 2nd 
November. 

Cork Life Center and Terence MacSwiney 
Community College have been participating in 
the programme for the last five years.

Terence MacSwiney CC
Staff TestimonialHOPE U Can Paint

Time has not made the 
experience of being 
in Kolkata any easier 
to find the right words 
for. I have found that 
the week I spent there 
with my colleague and 
students has had a 
profound effect on me, 
and that the nature of 
this effect is layered 
much as the experience 
itself was.

The first layer was 
manifested upon 
arrival in Kolkata. The 
bombardment of the 
senses with vibrant 
sounds, smells, colours 
and tastes is intense and 
exciting. The uniqueness 
of Indian culture and the 
diverse expressions of 
culture and religion to 
which we were witness 
provided an experience 
like none I have ever had 
before.

The mind quickly adjusts 
to this, and that is 
when the second layer 
comes to the fore. As 
wonderfully blinding as 
the sights and sounds 
can be, the widespread 
poverty - literally on our 
doorstep - had a similarly 
strong effect, albeit far 
more sobering. Statistics 
and photographs can 
bring this poverty to 
anybody’s screen but to 
see it all in person forces 
one to be fully aware 
that these people - who 
live and sleep on streets, 
who are dependent on 
others for so much that 
we take for granted, 
and who all too often 
suffer unconscionable 
discrimination simply 
for who they are - are 
neither statistics nor 
photographic subjects 
but people, like you, 
reading this, and me, 
writing this safely in 
my home thousands of 
miles away.To say that 
the experience brought 

You don’t need to be an 
artist; you only need to be 
enthusiastic about helping 
to give children a brighter 
future.

To join this year’s group 
please email:

sharon@hopefoundation.ie

the work done by HOPE, 
and if it is something 
they feel they would 
find would align with 
them, to get involved 
- and I write that as 
somebody who spent 
the weeks building up to 
the trip feeling nervous 
and uncertain about 
how I would find the 
experience. Witnessing 
the work done by HOPE 
will no doubt be as 
permanent a source of 
inspiration for you as it 
has become for me.

Our time in India was eye opening, life changing and 
scary yet beautiful. It was the most magical and heart-
breaking experience at the same time. We set off for 
Dublin in the early hours of the morning. After a long 
bus journey and 2 flights we arrived in Kolkata in the 
afternoon After a short rest to freshen up we began our 
visits to the protection homes and services run by HOPE. 
During the 6 days we were there we visited 17 individual 
projects. At times the experience were heart-wrenching 
and emotionally challenging. Other times were just 
amazing; seeing the people so grateful to have even the 
smallest of things, things that we take for granted every 
day.

It was tough adapting to the weather and time change, 
yet I loved every bit of it. During my first visit to a home, 
a little boy named Deb came over and hugged me. Out 
of all 13 of us he picked me for some reason and that’ll 
be something I’ll never for get. I was thinking a lot about 
how I was going to sleep at night before I went, but 
after the first day knowing what I had done during the 
day helped me sleep easy. It’ll be a trip I’ll never ever 
forget for the rest of my life. I’d like to thank The Hope 
Foundation for giving us the chance and a special thanks 
to John and Ingrid who made it all happen.

into stark view all that I 
take for granted is a vast 
understatement.

That is where the third, 
and final layer comes 
in. It was experiencing 
those other layers 
which prompted 
Maureen Forrest to 
establish HOPE twenty 
years ago and it is 
inspiring to witness the 
commitment, dedication 
and engagement of the 
Foundation, its workers, 
and its volunteers 
in carrying out the 
incredible work that they 
do. As a teacher, I found 
that the Foundation’s 
core message - that 
Education is Key - 
strongly resonated with 
me. It was a privilege 
to work with HOPE and 
to play even a very 
small part in helping 
them carry out their 
aims. I would strongly 
encourage others to - at 
the very least - find out 
more about Kolkata and 

Himalayan
Walk 

Jacinta Niland travelled to India with HOPE last 
October for the Himalayan Walk experience 

and is planning on returning this year

The 2-week trip 
was truly one 
of the most eye 
opening and best 
experiences of my 
life
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The 17th annual Dublin lunch held on 17 May again proved 
to be a hugely supported and successful event. Since its 
inception, the Dublin lunch has raised a phenomenal 
€725,000 for HOPEs Ashar Alo Girls’ Protection Home.  
This year, an incredible €47,430 was raised.  With our 
MC Victoria Mary Clarke, singing from Brian Kennedy, our 
stalwart auctioneer Sean Buckley and a fantastic room 
of over 180 guests, the event, which was held in the 
Intercontinental Hotel in Ballsbridge, yet again proved to 
be a great day out and raised vital funds for Ashar Alo.

NEWS  & Events
Dublin Lunch

Our incredible partnership with Specsavers Ireland was  
shortlisted for the Charities Institute Ireland “Charities 
Excellence Awards 2019”, in the category of Best Corporate 
Partnership. These awards aim to highlight and reward 
excellence within the charity sector. You can read more 
about this wonderful collaboration on page 8.

Charlotte Nagle (HOPE), Ross McCollum 
(Chair, CI), Tyrone Kane (Men’s Cricket 
Team), Mary Waldron (Women’s Cricket 
Team), and Nessan Kavanagh (HOPE)

CRICKET IRELAND CHARITY PARTNERSHIP

The Hope Foundation is extremely proud to be the new charity partner of Cricket Ireland. 

Ross McCollum, Chairman of Cricket Ireland said: “The Hope Foundation, under Maureen’s 
leadership, undertakes remarkable work, and like the Irish cricket team have created a 
cultural and social link between Ireland and India. We are delighted to welcome The Hope 
Foundation as our official charity partner, and look forward to working with Maureen and 
her staff in the coming year.”

“Sport has the power to transform and empower people and communities, cutting across 
boundaries of class and geography. Likewise, the work of The Hope Foundation aims to 
raise communities out of difficult circumstances and we believe that together we can 
create an opportunity to use our respective 
resources to improve the lives of many.”

Speaking of the partnership, Maureen Forrest, 
Founder of The Hope Foundation, said:

“We are incredibly proud to be chosen as the 
charity partner with Cricket Ireland for this 
coming year. The story of Cricket Ireland is an 
inspirational one. Their passion, determination 
and commitment are values shared by The 
Hope Foundation. We are very grateful for their 
support and solidarity, I am very much looking 
forward to working with their wonderful team.”

The annual Cork Lunch fundraising event was held in the 
luxurious Maryborough Hotel & Spa in September. We 
were delighted to welcome over 300 wonderful attendees. 
Brendan Courtney was a brilliant host, entertaining 
everyone in the room with his renowned style and good 
humour. We hope you’ll join us again on 27th September 
for our 2019 lunch!

Cork Lunch

Brendan Courtney, Brenda Cooper (Horner APG), Maureen Forrest, 
Dermot O’ Mahoney & Colette Lynch at the Cork Lunch

MINI MARATHON

On the scorching June Bank 
Holiday Sunday, 15 female 
HOPE supporters donned 
their running gear for the 
annual Dublin Women’s Mini 
Marathon. The event was 
incredible with over 30,000 
women running for various 
causes close to their hearts. 
Huge thank you and congrats 
to all our amazing ladies who 
participated.

This year marked the inaugural 
year of Pranic Healing for HOPE, 
which saw eight Pranic Healing 
practitioners from different 
careers and backgrounds come 
together to share the gift of Pranic 
Healing with the staff, children 
and caregivers in various HOPE 
protection homes and projects.

Pranic Healing for HOPE was 
started by Amanda Connell and Joan Hunt and was designed for Irish Pranic Healers 
to come together and share the priceless benefits of MCKS Pranic Healing. The 
programme has also nurtured and developed the existing relationship between HOPE 
and Pranic Healing in Ireland. The group successfully raised an incredible €30,000 
this year and are setting their sights even higher for next year. For further information 
on the 2020 trip, contact Eila at eila@hopefoundation.ie. 

The 2018 Limerick Lunch, kindly sponsored by Northern Trust, took place in 
September at the wonderful Savoy Hotel. The lunch was a celebration of resilience, 
solidarity and of HOPE’s 
work in Kolkata. Special 
guests on the day 
included the 2018 Rose 
of Tralee Kirsten Mate 
Maher, campaigner 
Vicky Phelan, Dr 
Sinead Kane, Miriam 
O’ Callaghan, Georgia 
McGurk and All- Ireland 
winning Limerick 
hurlers Seán Finn and 
Graeme Mulcahy.

Limerick Lunch

Seán Finn, Vicky Phelan, Catherine Duffy, Miriam 
O’Callaghan, Rose Hynes & Graeme Mulcahy

HOPE supporter Moira Geary held a series of 
inspirational workshops across the country 
entited “How to Design Your Destiny”, all in aid of 
HOPE. Moira filled rooms in Dublin, Galway, Cork, 
Tralee and Limerick, raising over €,4000. Thank 
you Moira for your wonderful support!

MOIRA GEARY EVENTS

2018 Rose of Tralee Kolkata Experience
At the end of October 2018, I had the opportunity to travel to Kolkata, India with Maureen Forrest and so many of 
the other wonderful, dedicated volunteers. HOPE run over 60 various projects around Kolkata.

Parts of the trip were challenging as it was difficult to visit the slums on the dump and see such poverty. I got 
to visit the HOPE hospital, which was very clean, well run and is very well equipped. The staff were so nice and 
caring and it struck me to see so many names of Irish people who had donated towards the hospital on plaques 
on the walls. It gave me a lot of hope. 

I really enjoyed going out to the slums with the night ambulance as they gave the most vulnerable people of 
Kolkata a chance to receive healthcare. For a lot of street and slum people in Kolkata the HOPE ambulance is 
their primary source of healthcare. They try their very best for the people of the streets of Kolkata and to see 
this was very inspiring. I also visited Bhagar dump with Maureen Forrest. Maureen is an exceptionally caring, 
compassionate and selfless person who has done incredible work for the children of Kolkata. Bhagar is a slum 
built on and around a dump. To say it was heart breaking is an understatement. 

I also visited an unregistered slum on a railway track where thousands of people lived constantly in immediate 
danger. Yet I met the most amazing happy-go-lucky kids there. I thoroughly enjoyed dancing and singing with 
the children, all they wanted was some love and attention, just like any child anywhere in the world. They really 
have such a love for life and seeing that filled my own heart with joy. 

I’d like to sincerely thank The Hope Foundation for giving me this amazing opportunity. The work HOPE do is 
phenomenal, and I look forward to working with them once again in the future. 

Kirsten Mate Maher, 2018 Rose of Tralee

Maura Lennon, Victoria Mary Clarke, Loretto 
Kennedy, Madge Scanlon and Maureen Forrest 

Pranic Healers for HOPE fundraising

PRANIC HEALING FOR HOPE
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USA NEWS  & Events

This past year we launched our footprint in the USA with a New York City 
presence. We now have a lead HOPE staff person, Mary Reed, an enlarged 
and energized US board of directors and an active working committee. 
We are working towards spreading The Hope Foundation message 
and raising funds in the USA,  through Child Sponsorship, the School 
Immersion Project in  New York schools,  direct donor sponsorship of 
HOPE projects in Kolkata and developing corporate relationships.

Hilary Kavanagh, Eimear Tyrell, Mick Galwey & Oisín Lambe 
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TAG RUGBY
A huge thanks to the young Solicitors of Ireland who 
organised a Tag 
Rugby event in 
aid of HOPE. Eight 
teams from eight 
different law firms 
participated and 
raised over €4,000 
for HOPE. Well 
done!

STREET ART FOR HOPE
Acclaimed Dublin artist “Maser” has teamed up with 
HOPE to produce  a very special limited edition print 
series entitled “Hopeful”. Prints are priced at €100 and 
are available to buy on the HOPE website.  Profits will 
go directly to HOPE programmes in Kolkata and will  
support our first ever Street Art Project, which will see 
Maser and a small group of  Irish street artists  travel to 
Kolkata to create site-specific artworks in some of the 
most underprivileged communities in Kolkata. 

The annual HOPE Santa Splash took place on 2 December  
at Garretstown Beach, Cork. Well done to the 27 brave 
souls who took the plunge for such a great cause! We’re 
already looking forward to the 2019 Splash!

This past year we launched our footprint in the USA with 
a New York City presence. We now have a lead HOPE staff 
person, Mary Reed, an enlarged and energized US board 
of directors and an active working committee. We are 
working towards spreading The Hope Foundation message 
and raising funds in the USA, through Child Sponsorship, 
the School Immersion Programme in New York schools, 
direct donor sponsorship of HOPE projects in Kolkata and 
developing corporate relationships.

DAY
OF HOPE

 2018

Day of HOPE 2018 took place across Dublin, Cork, 
Limerick, Galway, Sligo and the midlands on October 
11th.  HOPE chocolate bars were sold on the streets, 
in schools and in companies and we are very grateful 
for the support of everyone who participated in, and 
contributed to this event.

Please get in touch if you, your school or business 
would like to get involved with Day of HOPE 2019. Call 
us on 021 4262990 / 01 8716930  or email office@
hopefoundation.ie.

2018 Rose of Tralee Kirsten Mate Maher helped launch our 
Day of HOPE 2018 campaign

Students 
in Galway 
volunteering 
for  Day of HOPE 
2017

Students from St 
Andrew’s College 

Dublin selling 
bars in Butlers 

Chocolate Café 
in Dundrum 
Town Centre

On September 26th 2018, 
The Hope Foundation USA 
was launched formally in 
New York City at Gossips Irish 
Restaurant and Bar. Pictured 
opposite are special guest for 
the event Maureen Forrest, 
HOPE founder and Honorary 
Director, and HOPE USA 
volunteer Oisin Lambe

HOPE are delighted to continue to develop our partnership 
with the Workers Beer Company. 
This unique partnership raised over 
€12,000 for HOPE in 2018 and 
we look forward to our volunteers 
supporting a wide range of concerts 
in Dublin during summer 2019.

WORKERS BEER COMPANY

SANTA SPLASH

If you would like to get involved with 
The Hope Foundation in the USA 
please contact Mary Reed:

envelope  mary@hopefoundationusa.com

phone  +1 (516) 467-6030

HOPE USA is working towards sending a 
group of USA based school children to visit 
Kolkata, as part of HOPE’s very popular 
School Immersion Programme, which you 
can find out more about on page 10. This 
will be the first time that HOPE will send 
students from the USA to India.

A TASTE OF HOPE 2018

On February 27th 2019, we hosted our “Taste of HOPE” 
event at the American Irish Historical Society on 5th Avenue 
in NYC. This was a combination of Irish and Indian culture 
represented through the speakers, food and entertainment.

The special guest speakers were Meera Gandhi (Indian/
Irish philanthropist), Richie McCarthy (All Ireland-winning 
Limerick Hurler) and Michael Sheldrick (Global Citizen and 
Global Director of Policy and Advocacy at the Global Poverty 
Project).

Mary Reed, Meera Gandhi, Richie 
McCarthy & Charlotte Nagle

Maureen Forrest in conversation 
with Michael Sheldrick

Christine Paradinas, Mary Reed, 
Geeta Venkadakrishan and 
Meherun Kratun

Tenors David O’ Leary & Dan 
Curran

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER

On May 1st 2019, we had a fun Trivia Night at The Gael 
Pub on the upper east side of New York, which raised 
$1,090 for HOPE. Many thanks to Gene Lennon, owner 
of venue and HOPE USA volunteer Danny Goold, who 
organised several teams from Mastercard. Pictured is the 
winning team led by Ruth Fagan.

THE URSULINE SCHOOL, NY

The Ursuline School, New Rochelle NY, presented HOPE USA with a 
$1200 cheque for the education of four children in Kolkata.

This was a Lenten project spearheaded by three students who set 
out money jars on the lunch tables every day during lent, for those 
who gave up coffee.

Pictured here are 
Eileen Davidson, 
President of The 
Ursuline School, 
Kiera, Kate and 
Zahra, the three 
students who led 
the fundraiser, Mary 
Reed HOPE USA and 
Rosemary Beirne, 
Principal

IMMERSION PROGRAMME
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To all our friends and fundraisers in the UK, we say a huge thank 
you. Over the past  12 months, your interest in, and support to 
HOPE has been incredible,  and we look  forward to your ongoing 
assistance over the next year.  

Please contact chloe@thehopefoundation.org.uk in relation to 
all HOPE UK queries.

The Bedford HOPE committee continues to raise 
awareness and funds 
for HOPE under 
the leadership of  
Jacqueline Merne, 
and her trusted group 
of Bedford women 
and friends who are 
unfailing in their 
support to HOPE.

A big thanks to you all. 

BEDFORD HOPE COMMITTEE

Dr Pixie Mc Kenna and friends after 
running the London Marathon for HOPE.

Participants in Walk4HOPE in Richmond Park

UK NEWS  & Events

DR PIXIE RUNS THE LONDON MARATHON

On April 28th Dr Pixie Mc Kenna pounded the streets of 
London to raise funds and awareness for the work of The 
Hope Foundation. Talking about the challenge of running 
the marathon, Dr Pixie said “This marathon isn’t about 
me, it’s about all those children in Kolkata who like my 
daughter, Darcy, deserve to grow, to dream and to achieve. 
Children need to be safeguarded against ill health, abuse 
and poverty. HOPE does this and so much more.”

Thank you Pixie!

Bedford HOPE committee 
members - young and old

Anna Prosser (right) receiving 
her certificate of thanks from 
HOPE, for her dedication and 
support to our work in Kolkata

Eton welcomes HOPE children & staff

HOPE UK TRUSTEES VISIT TO KOLKATA

In March 2019, UK Trustees Karen Sims, Tim Leahy and Katy Harper 
visited many of HOPE’s programmes in Kolkata. During their trip, 
they met many wonderful, caring members of staff and of course, 
the children in their care - who were a delight. As Katy says, ”It 
was whilst accompanying HOPE’s ‘Night Run’ emergency response 
ambulance to the flyovers and railway lines in the city,  where so 
many families are forced to live in often inhumane conditions, 
that made the biggest impression. It reinforces how necessary and 
important HOPE’s work on the streets of Kolkata is”.

They would like to thank everyone who made this such a magical 
visit.

CHILD SPONSORSHIP

HOPE UK currently have 400 children from our programmes in 
Kolkata, who are sponsored by UK citizens. This is an increase of 
44 new sponsors in the past 12 months. Many people have come 
to sponsor children having watched Sue Perkins’ “The Ganges” 
documentary and others have requested to sponsor children 
having visited our projects in Kolkata.

Friends and families of existing child sponsors have also come 
forward to sponsor and we are eternally grateful to you all.

RICHMOND PARK WALK4HOPE
A big thanks to our supporters who walked for HOPE in 
Richmond Park this year. We are planning more walks and all 
are welcome to attend. If you want to organize a Walk4HOPE 
in your own area, please do contact HOPE UK and we would be 
delighted to assist you with same.  

YOGA
A huge thank you to our UK Yoga family who have organised countless fundraising 
yoga events for HOPE throughout this year. We would especially like to thank all 
those who participated in our Yoga Day of HOPE in October 2018.

HOPE AMBASSADOR
HOPE UK are honoured to welcome Reza Beyad 
as HOPE Ambassador, and we very much look 
forward to working with him. In accepting this 
role, Reza said: 

“I am honoured and privileged to be appointed an Ambassador for HOPE; it’s 
a humbling experience when you become part of a team that works tirelessly 
to bring hope where there is hopelessness and dignity and self-esteem where 
there is helplessness. As a society, we must challenge the very core of a system 
that creates such social black holes where many of these children disappear. 
HOPE offers opportunities for these kids to be extracted out of the social bubble 
created for them by injustices in society. When a child in Kolkata is hurt, every 
child in India is hurt and when a child in India is hurt every child in the world 
is hurt.

I will work tirelessly to be an ambassador of hope for these children; hope for an 
education, hope for a family, hope for dignity, hope for a better life, hope that 
they can be treated with the same love and respect as other children.

SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

HOPE is delighted to be selected 
as one of the charities that 
Eton College will be providing 
financial support to this year.  
Thanks to Andrea Catherwood, 
her husband Gray and her 
wonderful children, Jago, Finn 
and Ruairi who have made this 
partnership possible. 

HOPE VOLUNTEERS
HOPE UK are privileged to have a 
dedicated network of people that we 
can call on who both support HOPE at 
events and organise events on behalf 
of HOPE. Our volunteers are bringing 
real and lasting positive changes 
in the lives of the street connected 
children and communities in Kolkata 
whom we serve.

HOPE UK would like to acknowledge and thank 
Rosie Stroud for her commitment and support 
over the past 10 years, and wish her all the best 
for the future. We will miss you Rosie!

We also welcome new Trustees Sue Finnegan, 
Katy Harper and Brendan McKinney and look 
forward to your fruitful and active engagement 
with HOPE. 

HOPEE UK TRUSTEE CHANGES
KAREN MOUJAHID
We are very sad to have to say goodbye this year to Karen Moujahid, 
who has been our Child Sponsorship Coordinator for more than 10 
years. Karen was the epitome of a true volunteer - managing and 
growing our Child Sponsorship Programme in a  completely voluntary 
capacity. She has provided a wonderful service and support to this 
programme both in the UK and Kolkata. She will be greatly missed. 
Thank you Karen - from all at HOPE in Kolkata and in the UK. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Child 
Sponsorship coordinator Lizzie Broomfield to Team HOPE UK.

PIPPA HARMAN AND ROSS JONES 
HOPE wish to thank Pippa and Ross for their incredible generosity in organising a gala 
fundraising event which raised over £28,000 for Belgachia Creche in Kolkata. Pippa 
and Ross visited HOPE in Kolkata to see first-hand how HOPE are implementing this 
and other programmes.

STREET CHILD CRICKET WORLD CUP

HOPE UK welcomed 8 children and 4 staff from  HOPE Kolkata to 
London, to participate in the Street Children Cricket World Cup. This 
was an incredible experience for all and HOPE felt truly  privileged 
to be part of this event. 

Whilst 4 of the HOPE children and 2 of our staff were directly 
involved in the cricket competition, HOPE accommodated the other 
4 children and 2 staff from Kolkata to participate in the event.

You can read the stories of team members Tarak and Millie on page 
6.

A huge thank you to our sponsors DW Sports, EY and Wild Frontiers 
and to our numerous supporters who joined us in this once in a 
lifetime experience for the children who participated.  A special 
word of thanks to Andrea Catherwood and Chloe Seymour and their 
families who hosted the children and staff from Kolkata and to 
Wayne Harrfey who was our driver for the week!

PORTA PIA FOUNDATION
HOPE UK are delighted to thank Porta Pia Foundation for their generous funding this 
year. Their funds are being used to support HOPE’s Punorjiban Boys Rehabilitation 
Home.
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Cathy O’ Shaughnessy HOPE Fund
Leaving a Lasting Legacy

Following the opening of the Cathy O’Shaughnessy 
Crèche on Friday 1st December, Eddy got an 
opportunity to visit the project recently as part of 
The Hope Foundation’s annual Easter trip to Calcutta 
(Kolkata). This is the culmination of months of work by 
Hope to get the relevant permissions and governance 
in place as well as the necessary improvements to 
buildings and facilities to get the crèche up and 
running.

The Cathy O’Shaughnessy Crèche caters for 48 
children from the Panchanantala slum in southern 
Kolkata. As well as pre-primary education, it provides 
vital supports including supplementary nutrition, 
immunisations and improvement in hygiene practices 
for children up to the age of 6. Participation of parents 
and other local stakeholders is the key to the success 
of the initiative and these groups are being actively 
engaged.

As can be seen in the photos the crèche is bright, airy, 
and clean in direct contrast to the surrounds of the 
slum area in which it is based. The Panchanantala slum 
community live alongside railway tracks on which the 
locals conduct their normal day to day life. A major 
fear for parents is the easy access children have to 
the tracks and unfortunately there have been many 
accidents where young children have been killed by 
the trains. Life in this community has been grim and 
the young children who struggled everyday just to 
survive had no hope of this ever changing.

THANKS TO OUR PAST AND PRESENT PARTNERS

Eddy with HOPE staff at the crèche in Panchanantala slum

The Cathy O’Shaughnessy Crèche now offers hope of 
a better life for these children by introducing them 
at a very young age to the first step in education, as 
well as regular daily meals and healthcare.  It has 
been proven that when children from the slums start 
crèche at this young age, they’re highly likely to 
continue in the school system and ultimately progress 
to further education and careers, making a better life 
for themselves and their families and allowing them to 
escape the cycle of poverty.

The goal of the Cathy O’Shaughnessy Creche is to give 
these children a leg up, a chance of a better future, the 
first step in them getting out of the awful conditions in 
which they live, all the things children in the Western 
World take for granted.

We’re so proud that this wonderful HOPE facility will 
carry Cathy’s name. This couldn’t have been achieved 
without the fantastic support we’ve received to date 
and we’re very grateful to everyone who has donated 
and also those who helped with organising the 
fundraising events. We are committed to supporting 
these children and fundraising will be ongoing.

The Cathy O’ Shaughnessy HOPE Fund was founded in 2017 by Eddy O’ Shaughnessy and his 
family, in memory of his late wife Cathy, whose untimely death occurred in 2015. The family felt that 
funding a crèche in Kolkata in her name was the most appropriate way to remember Cathy, who 
loved children. That crèche opened in December. Here Eddy writes about his recent visit to Kolkata 
and to The Cathy O’ Shaughnessy Crèche.

- Eddy, Amy, Gemma and Colin 

To find out more please visit cathyshopefund.ie

More Partnership Stories
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Child Sponsorship
Education is a passport to a future and a basic human right

Thousands of street and slum children in Kolkata (Calcutta) are denied the 
opportunity to attend school. Instead, they are forced to work at home or on the 
streets and forever remain in an unending cycle of poverty and destitution. The 
Hope Foundation’s Educational Sponsorship Programme was set up to help these 
children achieve their right to education. Education not only helps the child to have 
a better future but also helps their families and wider communities.

You can make a huge 
difference by sponsoring 
through the HOPE Child 
Education Sponsorship 
programme 

It costs €250 to cover a 
child’s educational, clothing 
and nutritional needs for a 
year. If you are interested 
in sponsoring an individual 
child through their education, 
please select the Child 
Education Sponsorship 
Programme option (€250 yearly or €21 monthly) on the Bank Standing Order Form 
opposite. Complete the form and return it to: Fiona Hannigan, Child Education 
Sponsorship Programme, The Hope Foundation, Silverdale Grove, Ballinlough, Cork.  
On receipt of your form, Fiona will contact you with details of the child you will be 
sponsoring.

General Donations

If you wish to donate your own amount to HOPE, please select the Donation option. 
Complete the Bank Standing Order Form and return it to: The Hope Foundation, 
Silverdale Grove, Ballinlough, Cork. 

Once Off Donations

Alternatively, you can visit the HOPE Website at www.hopefoundation.ie and select 
the “Donate” or “Shop” option for once off donations.

To find out more about child sponsorship please email fionah@hopefoundation.ie or 
call us on 021 4292990 to speak to a staff member who will be happy to help.

We thank you for your support.

HOPE News34




