


GIVING HOPE

A happy young girl 
heading back home

support from HOPE 
hospital and our night-
watch ambulances.  
During this time, your 
donations helped us to 
distribute 5620 Food 
Packets, 11,600 sets of 
cloths, and 955 tarpaulin 
sheets among the 5,620 
worst-affected families 
in 48 villages.   

With your help the 
Foundation’s efforts 
have been critical in 
saving many lives, lives 
like those of Basu and 
his family. Basu is just 5 
years old. He lives on the 
street with his parents 
and one little sister 
who is just 18 months 

old. They sleep under 
the flyover bridge at 
Hastings in Kolkata. Basu 
first came to HOPE’s care 
when he was rescued 
by our Night Round 
Mobile Medical Unit 
almost 3 years ago. At 
that time, he was dying 
from malnutrition and 
was gradually nursed 
back to health in the 
HOPE hospital. Since 
then, HOPE Night Round 
Mobile Medical Team 
have always checked on 
his well-being and that 
of his family. 

For this little family 
COVID-19 has made 
their lives in abject 

poverty even more 
difficult. Basu’s father 
is a rickshaw puller and 
has no fixed income and 
no savings. Due to the 
lockdown, he had no 
way of earning and the 
family are desperately 
looking for food. With 
your kindness, we have 
provided Basu’s family, 
and thousands like them, 
with lifesaving support 
and cooked foods to 
help them survive this 
crisis. 

TEAM WORK

Emergency supplies awaiting distribution



Comedian Colm 
O’Regan and actor 
Liam Cunningham 
who featured in 
virtual fundraisers for 
HOPE

Fundraising is difficult at the best of times but the last 18 months have brought huge 
challenges to the charity sector. Not only do we need funds to keep our existing 
projects running but we suddenly had to raise additional funds to support our 
emergency response to both COVID and cyclones Amphan and Yaas.  The challenge 
was that we had to raise all those funds without being able to hold traditional public 
fundraising events. The switch to online virtual fundraising was swift and necessary.

The Switch to Virtual

Just like other charities 
all over Ireland and 
around the world, The 
Hope Foundation was 
severely impacted by the 
difficult but necessary 
COVID restrictions. We 
were unable to hold 
our annual fundraising 
lunches in Cork and 
Dublin, all our public 

fundraising ground to 
a halt, and our School 
Immersion Programme, 
which sees us bring 
hundreds of secondary 
school students to 
Kolkata every year, was 
suspended and remains 
so. Almost immediately 
we lost around 88% of 
our fundraising income.

We quickly realised 
that in order to support 
our vitally important 
emergency response on 
the ground in Kolkata 
and to continue to keep 
the promise that we 
made to the children in 
our care, we urgently 
needed to pivot to 
online fundraising. 

At this stage, with the 
office closed, we were 
all getting very familiar 
with Zoom meetings. It 
immediately became 
clear that Zoom could 
have great fundraising 
potential also! We began 
planning a series of 
virtual events to support 
our appeal. The HOPE 
Book Club started in June 
2020 and is still running. 
This is a monthly Zoom 
meeting with a twist - 
the guest author joins 
in every month to chat 
about their book. It soon 
became very evident 
that not only was it an 
important fundraiser for 
HOPE, it was also a way 
for its members to stay 
connected to people 
during lockdown, which 
was just as important.

We also hosted a series 
of Celebrity Zoom 
events which included 
comedian Colm O’Regan 
and Game of Thrones 
actor Liam Cunningham. 

In March 2021 we held a 
live virtual International 
Women’s Day Breakfast 
which was hosted by 
long-time friend of 
HOPE Brendan Courtney 
and included guest 
panelists Hazel Chu, Dr 
Pixie McKenna, Vicki 
O’Toole, Holly Cairns TD 
and Aoife Moore. 

With our successful 
application for a lottery 
licence we were able 
to create online raffles. 
Our generous friends 
at Ballyseede Castle 
in Tralee donated 36 
of their rooms for us 
to raffle off to our 
supporters. Tickets 
are still available at 
h o p e f o u n d a t i o n . i e 
where you could win one 
of the rooms for 2 nights 
on the 3th and 4th of 
January 2022!

Our incredible HOPE 
team came up with 
more innovative ideas 
for raising funds online 
including “Send a 
Christmas Star”, which 
allowed our supporters 
to virtually send a star to 
loved ones at Christmas 
for a small donation. 
Their star would then  
appear over their 
location on an online 
map! Our supporters 
were also able to order 
handwritten letters 
from Santa online which 
would find their way 
into the letterboxes of 
children all over Ireland!

HOPE would like to thank 
everyone that supported 
these online initiatives. 
We were overwhelmed 
by your generosity and 
kindness, at a time when 
we needed it the most.

Almost 
immediately 

we lost around 
88% of our 

fundraising 
income.

Fundraising in the Time of COVID

We immediately created 
an online campaign that 
allowed our amazing 
supporters to engage 
with our emergency 
appeal. The public were 
able to purchase food 
packs which would feed 
a family of 5 for 2 weeks. 
They could also donate 
the cost of sanitation 
and PPE kits, which were 
distributed to the street 
and slum population. The 
response to the appeal 
was extraordinary - we 
were quickly able to turn 
donations into actions.
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ROCHESTOWN

Rochestown College 
held a no uniform day in 
aid of HOPE

Development
Education Update
Unfortunately The Hope Foundation ’s School 
Immersion Programme remains postponed due 
to COVID-19 but there are still plenty of ways 
for schools to get involved with HOPE.

We are excited to be 
welcoming back many 
schools in September 
who are eager to 
get started on their 
fundraising for when the 
programme resumes. 

We are very grateful 
to our HOPE schools 
that have continued 
to support us through 
awareness raising and 
fundraising this year. 
From no uniform days 
and raffles to creating 
jewellery and selling 
cookbooks, the sense of 
HOPE community and 
solidarity was felt all 
over the country. 

To help continue our 
Global Citizenship work, 
we recently launched 
a new Development 
Education Programme 
for Transition Year 
students in Ireland. Our 
Development Education 
curriculum provides 
students with a deeper 
understanding of our 

place in the world, and 
what actions we can 
take to ensure a fair, 
sustainable, and equal 
society for all. Since 
September, HOPE has 
engaged over 1300 
TY students with our 
Gender Equality and 
Ethical Consumption 
Workshops.  

Thank you to all students, 
teachers, schools, and 
wider communities for 
your incredible support. 
We look forward to a 
new year ahead. 

PRESENTATION THURLES

Past School Immersion Programme students held 
a no uniform day

GENDER EQUALITY WORKSHOP

Over 1300 students took part in our Gender 
Equality & Ethical Consumption workshops
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TOGETHER FOR HOPE

Our long standing supporters including our Patrons and 
Ambassadors, our Trustees, the Yoga community, Bedford 
fundraising committee and friends, contributors to Footsteps for 
HOPE challenge and members of the Bengali and wider Indian 
community in the UK have been stalwart in their support and 
response to our emergency needs. We can’t thank them enough for 
their ongoing commitment to HOPE.

TRUSTS & FOUNDATIONS

Emergency COVID appeal funds were very gratefully received 
from a number of Trusts and Foundations including the 
Waterloo Trust, Biswas Foundation, Lister Charitable Trust, RZK 
Foundation, SSSK Foundation and the Farthing Trust.

HOPE UK thanks them most sincerely for their support during 
these extremely difficult times.

The Yoga Garden Party team held a series of virtual Yoga 
classes to support HOPE’s emergency response appeal

EVENT                                                                DATE

Team HOPE participants
in London Virtual Marathon

Gift of HOPE Week
Take on a challenge to 
raise awareness and funds

Diwali Supper Event in St. Diwali Supper Event in St. 
Peters Club Bedford

Big Give Campaign for 
Ashar Alo Girls Homes

3rd October

9th - 17th October
 
 

                4th November

30th Nov - 7th Dec

Thank you for your support!

HOPE UK Dates for Your Diary

HOPE UK  Update

DAM HEALTH SUPPORTING HOPE UK

DAM Health Group UK are very generously providing 
a range of vital support to The Hope Foundation UK, 
including funding for our ongoing COVID response.

The group have donated 1,000 antigen test kits to HOPE 
Hospital and have also donated £8,000 towards our 
UMEED education project, which works with children 
with special needs. It is designed to give these children 
the right to a good quality of life with self-reliance and 
enables them to communicate with others and with their 
community. 

DAM Health are committed to ongoing funding of HOPE 
development programmes as well as individual staff 
fundraising support and promotion of HOPE through their 
clinics globally.

HOPE very much look forward to developing this incredible 
partnership with DAM Health Group.

THANK YOU HALFORDS UK

Halfords UK made a remarkable donation of £100,000 towards our 
COVID-19 emergency appeal. This was a tremendous support to our 
emergency response effort in Kolkata and these generous funds 
were used in HOPE Hospital for the provision of essential equipment 
and PPE, and ultimately helped us to save lives.
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HOPE USA support for our COVID emergency appeal far 
exceeded all expectations

We thank the members of the HOPE USA Board for their 
commitment, drive and enthusiasm in assisting HOPE USA 
to raise so far, in excess of $250,000 for COVID emergency 
response programmes.

Particular gratitude to HOPE USA Board members Mei 
Mei Fox and Alexandra Mysoor who introduced and 
led HOPE into a number of key on line platforms, (most 
notably Clubhouse 4 India), which encouraged US based 
supporters to donate tens of thousands of dollars to HOPE. 
Special appreciation to Kunal Sood and Drue Kataoka in 
this venture – both of whom we truly warmly welcome as 
members of HOPE USA Board.

USA NEWS Update
Child Sponsorship & General Donations

Education is a passport to a future and a basic human right

Thousands of street and slum children in Kolkata (Calcutta) are denied the opportunity to attend school. Instead, they 
are forced to work at home or on the streets and forever remain in an unending cycle of poverty and destitution. 
The Hope Foundation’s Educational Sponsorship Programme was set up to help these children achieve their right 
to education. Education not only helps the child to have a better future but also helps their families and wider 
communities.

You can make a huge difference by sponsoring through the HOPE Child Education Sponsorship programme 

It costs €250 to cover a child’s educational, clothing and 
nutritional needs for a year. If you are interested in sponsoring 
an individual child through their education, please visit 
hopefoundation.ie/sponsor. You can choose to pay €21 per 
month or €250 per year. On receipt of your donation, Fiona will 
contact you with details of the child you will be sponsoring.

General Donations

Alternatively, you can visit the HOPE website at www.
hopefoundation.ie and click the “Donate” button. Here you will 
be able to make a once-off or monthly recurring donation. You 
can amend or cancel your recurring donation at any time.

To find out more about child sponsorship please email fionah@hopefoundation.ie or call us on 021 4292990 to speak to 
a staff member who will be happy to help.

Thanks to the following for supporting this publication

HOPE are eligible to claim tax relief from Revenue on your donation(s) that reach €250 or over in any given 
year. It is worth an extra 45% to HOPE at no extra cost to you! It will not affect your personal tax allowance/
relief. The Revenue CHY3 Tax Relief Form is an Enduring Certificate that will cover any future donation(s) 
you make to HOPE for five years. Contact Fiona at fionah@hopefoundation.ie to request a CHY3 Form.

Please note that HOPE USA has a new 
postal  address:

1350 Av of the Americas, Floor 2, Suite 
266, New York, NY 10019 

ST PATRICK’S DAY EVENT

A hybrid live / virtual fundraising evening was organised 
in Florida by Board member Sheila Geraghty on St Patrick’s 
Day. This featured music and song from traditional Irish 
group NuaDán (pictured below) and storytelling by 
acclaimed Irish seanchaí, Eddie Lenihan.

map-marked-alt
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HOPE’s Mission Statement
The Hope Foundation is dedicated to promoting the protection of street and 
slum children in Kolkata and the most underprivileged in India. HOPE works 
to effect immediate and lasting change in their lives.


